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He Needs Must Go 


' By Elizabeth Edmonds 
John 4:4-30 


E NEEDS must through Samaria go, 
His body weary, feotsteps slow, 
To meet a woman deep in sin 
Her soul to cleanse, her heart to win. 


On wingéd feet she left the well 
Hastened with burning heart to tell 
The message that Messias gave— 

Her thirst to quench, her soul to save. 


He needs to Calvary must go, 

His body scourged, His footsteps slow, 
To bear man’s penalty for sin— 

His soul to save, his heart to win. 


Arise, O Christian! leave the well 

Of worldly waters, go and tell 

“The message that Mount Calvary gave— 
Man’s thirst to quench, his soul to save! 


“we 
Enjoy Your Children! 


So much is being said about juve- 
nile delinquency and the need for dis- 
Cipline, that it is time someone re- 
minded young parents that there is 
quite another side to children. Perhaps 
conscientious Christian parents, who are 
fully aware of the need for strict train- 
ing, especially need this reminder. Put- 
ting aside temporarily the fact that 
every child has in him some of the old 
Adam, let us think for a few moments 





of the bright side. Surely God has 
given babies beautiful eyes and cheeks 
and lips and ears, and exquisite little 
hands and fingers and toes to draw out 
our love and admiration, and to excite 
our wonder that He can make such 
perfect little’ creatures in the marvel- 
ous way He has ordained. Their very 
helplessness appeals to our love and 
care, and it must be a hard heart that 
will not be moved by a smile playing 
like sunshine over pretty little lips, or 
tears brimming over dark eyelashes and 
running down plump,. rosy cheeks. 
Then, when they learn to talk, their 
quaint expressions are entertaining and 
diverting, their keen observations are 
surprising, and their refreshing ways of 
expressing truth are thought-provoking. 
Though that well-known phrase, “A 
little child shall lead them,” is so often 
torn from its millennial context in Isa- 
iah, yet it does seem at times to have 
a far-fetched application fo lessons that 
children, unwittingly, drive home to 
adult hearts with penetrating sharp- 
ness. Of course, it is hard for a young 
mother of a growing family not to see, 
as through a magnifying glass, piles of 
dishes and clothes to be washed, dresses 
and socks to be mended, little shoes 
constantly wearing out and with soles 
flapping, cuts and bruises that ‘need 
Band-Aids and ointment, stopped-up 
noses that need drops, and feverish lit- 
tle bodies that need alcohol rubs. Father 
comes home tired, and there may be a 


lot of thumping of small feet up and 
down the halls and on the stairs, broken 
things to be repaired, and bills to be 
paid; and disciplinary, financial, and 
health problems to be threshed out with 
Mother. But there will come a day 
when the halls and stairs will be quiet; 
and .there won’t be much mud on the 
porch or in the kitchen, or so many 
dishes and clothes to wash; and things 
will have an almost monotonous way of 
staying in their places. Then Mother 
would gladly wash a pile of dishes and 
hang a basketful of small clothes out on 
the line if only she could hear again 
certain little voices and feel the hands 
(even if they were dirty) that belonged 
to them clinging to her skirts; and 
Father would gladly repair a few toys. 
But the voices have changed, and the 
hands no longer need that extra sup- 
port, and they are far away, doing their 
own work. So, young parents, enjoy 
your children while you can. Don’t let 
the cynicism of some worldly people, 
and the flippant sarcasm of even some 
professing Christians, make you think 
that a large family is a disgrace and 
that children are nuisances. Be thank- 
ful for their energy, enthusiasm, and 
fresh outlook on life. Don’t side with 
those who think they are annoyances 
to be endured, but rather with those 
who believe God’s Word, “Lo, children 
are an heritage of the Lord: and the 
fruit of the womb is his reward” (Psa, 
127:3). 


Together They Triumphed 


By the Rev. Ebenezer G. Vine, Secretary, Regions Beyond Missionary Union 


“Take now thy son, thine only son 


‘Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee 


into the land of Moriah; and offer him 
there for a burnt-offering upon one of 
the mountains which I will tell thee of” 
(Gen, 22:2). e 


Comfort for Dark Days 
“The Lord: he is their strength 
in the time of trouble” (Psa. 37: 
39). 


























BRAHAM’S obedience of faith, 

and Isaac’s amazing acquiescence, 

afford a picture incomparably 
beautiful of the Son of God, who, in 
His perfect fulfillment of the Father’s 
will, made His lonely way to the mount 
of Calvary, that He might carry through 
the role assigned to Him, of becoming 
the burnt offering for sin. In Jesus 
Himself, the Father’s only Son, we have 
the complete and final fulfillment of 
every type and shadow previously 
given. Let us note a few impressive 
lessons here, 
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Our interest centers around this little 
group as they set forth from their base 
—Abraham, Isaac, and two young men. 
They traveled together for two days, 
but on the third day Abraham and Isaac 
must separate themselves from the 
young men, completing their journey 
alone. Mark this lonely last stage: 

“Abide ye here with the ass; and I 
and the lad will go yonder and worship” 
(v, 5). In actuality, none save Abra- 
ham and his son could participate in 
this eventful enz:*ment that must fol- 
low. It must be an experience sub- 
limely individual and personal to them 
alone. How remarkable a picture is here 
portrayed of the great sacrifice that 
should at last be offered, when on Cal- 
vary’s hill sin would be put away by 
' Christ’s sacrifice of Himself! How un- 
utterably lonely was that road which 
led to Calvary! The Lord alone could 
tread it. Just as those young men must 
be left behind by Abraham and Isaac, 
so all other companions fell away, when 
the last stretch of the Calvary road was 
taken. Is it not impressive to witness 
how our Lord, in His humanity, seemed 
to leag for the companionship that must 
be denied Him, thus, “Tarry ye here, 
and watch”? Yet, when the real test 
grew more intense, and He must grap- 
ple with the bitter cup of grief, crying, 
“O my Father, if it be possible, let this 
cup pass from me: nevertheless not as 
I will, but as thou wilt,” it was to dis- 
cover that none was with Him. Mark 
those significant words, “What, could 
ye not watch with me one hour?” The 
lonely Lord Jesus! 

Yet, let us not miss the perfection of 
companionship that does find sugges- 
tion here. Note: “I and the lad will 
go yonder and worship.” Hence, the 
sight of the pair treading the road to- 
gether, suggests something sublime. 
Note the twice repeated words: “So 
they went both of them together” (vs. 
6 and 8). And with this, mark par- 
ticularly the responsiveness of the two 
simple utterances in verse 7: “My father 
...my son.” Surely these features are 
present in the record by design, not by 
accident, for they are expressive of an 
eternal fact. In the outworking of the 
eternal purposes of God, here is the way 
that. must be taken, if SIN shall for- 
ever be put away. 

God, operating in unity, moves in 
perfect harmony; for while “the Father 
sent the Son to be the Saviour of the 
world” (1 John 4:14), we may not for- 
get that “Christ . . . through the eter- 
nal spirit offered himself without spot 
to God” (Heb. 9:14). No deeper word 
exists than that of the Lord Jesus, “I 
and my Father are one” (John 10:30). 
* One in being, in essence, in purpose, in 
effective operation. It is So very pos- 
sible, in watching the dear Son of God 
as He takes the Calvary road, to over- 
look and to forget that the Father, too, 
was involved equally in the exquisite 
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suffering that must ensue. Shall we 
not recognize that the very hiding of 
the Father’s face, in those final dread 
scenes, occasioned agony inexpressible 
to the heart of the Father, as well as 
to the Lord Jesus Himself? Yes, in- 
deed, “they went both of them to- 
gether”! 

Then how astonishing is the perfect 
docility and utter yieldedness of Isaac 
in the crisis moment! His acquiescence 
may well astonish us. Physically there 
was no actual need for this; Isaac could 
have successfully resisted his father, 
had he so desired. Thus, as with Isaac 
the prototype, so with Jesus Himself, 
we see the completely perfect submis- 
sion to the Father’s will, despite the un- 
imaginable suffering involved. “There- 
fore doth my Father love me, because 
I lay down my life, that I might take 
it again. . . . This commandment have 
I received of my Father” (John 10:17, 
18). The sublimity of a unified purpose! 
Hence, Moses and Elijah, those heavenly 
visitors conversing with the Son of God 
on the Mount of Transfiguration “spake 
of his .decease which he should accom- 
plish at Jerusalem” (Luke 9:31); so that 
with the approach of this crisis hour 
Jesus “stedfastly set his face to go to 
Jerusalem” (Lule 9:51). Well might it 
have been foretoid of Him, “Lo, I come: 
in the volume of the book it is written 
of me, I delight to do thy will, O my 
God; yea, thy law is within my heart” 
(Psa. 40:7, 8). Surely the together- 
ness of God and Christ, in the matter 
of the one all-sufficient sacrifice for sin, 
is full of infinite comfort and assurance 
to the trusting heart! 

It remains for us to take one more 
glimpse at the little group of travelers, 
making their way toward Moriah. 
Abrakam’s word of command to the 
young men to remain, while he and 
Isaac completed their journey and their 
task alone, is linked with one additional 
touch of beautiful but surprising assur- 
ance. “Abide ye here . . . and I and 
the lad will go yonder and worship, and 
come again to you” (Gen. 22:5). 

Well did Abraham understand the 
nature of the instructions divinely 
given: “Take now thy son, thine only 
son ... and offer him there for a burnt- 
offering” (v. 2). But here his words 
ring out with glorious assurance as to 
the ultimate issue of his obedience. A 
remarkable feature, this! Note its sug- 
gestive significance, in picturing the 
sublime confidence of the Sayiour Him- 
self; as He set forth to go to Calvary. 
In this satisfying sense our Lord Jesus 
is the ultimate Finisher of faith: “Who 
for the joy that was set before him 
endured the cross, despising the shame, 
and is set down at the right hand of 
the throne of God” (Heb. 12:2). In 
His unswerving assurance as to the 
issue of His own mighty substitutionary 
work, He was enabled to penetrate even 
the unspeakable darkness and mystery 
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that gathered about Calvary’s cross. He 
well Knew there was to be an after- 
ward. The certainty of His triumphant 
resurrection He never could doubt, 
Dying, He knew that death could never 
hold Him fast! Thus Abraham’s we 
will “come again to you,” rings out, in 
forecast, the echoing assurance of the 
Saviour’s 6wn words, “It is finished,” 
He was able to speak with quiet but 
final confidence: “I lay down my life, 
that I might take it again . . . I lay it 
down of myself ...I have power to 
take it again. This commandment have 
I received of my Father” (John 10: 
17, 18). 

Then shall not our hearts find the se- 
cret of perfect rest, as we listen to the 
Saviour’s words, and thus welcome the 
implications of His triumphant resur- 
rection, “Because I live, ye shall live 
also” (John 14:19). We may thus share 
the completeness of His victory. 

“My sin—oh, ,the bliss of this glorious 
thought— 
My sin—not in part but the whole, 

Is nailed to His cross, and I bear it no 

more; 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O 

my soul.” 
But shall we not, ere we dismiss this 
meditation from our minds, inquire: 
Are you, am I, vitally and personally 
identified by living faith with these tre- 
mendous and satisfying realities? May 
God give us grace to face this real 
issue, 

3 


Notes on Open Letters 


Does Verbal Inspiration 
Apply to Translations? 


You wrote me on April 3, 1957, 
sending along a copy of “What Is Ver- 
bal Inspiration and Why Do We Be- 
lieve in It?” copyright, 1925, by the 
Times. I replied, thanking you for 
it, and quoting page 12, asking you to 
print something about this in your 
“Notes to Open Letters.” 

My thesis is this: the Times is liv- 
ing a lie. I know that is strong, but 
I believe that you e being essen- 
tially dishonest. Time and_ time 
again you refer to the verbal inspira- 
tion of the Scriptures. And your 
readers believe you to mean that the 
King James Version that they hold is 
verbally inerrant. Yet, in this pam- 
phlet you say: 

“When the verbal inspiration and 
absolute inerrancy of the Bible are 
spoken of, this refers to those original 
autograph manuscripts, not to the fal- 
lible copies and translations we have.” 

Then you say, “Mistakes have ob- 
viously occurred in evan the oldest 
manuscripts we have, all of which are 
copies” Obviously you are on safe 
ground saying that the original manu- 
scripts, none of which are existing, 
were inerrant. No one will prove you 
wrong undoubtedly. 


(Continued, on page 912) 
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Lesson for December 8 


over Wolf Creek to the pictur- 

esque college town of Slippery 
Rock, in Butler County, Pennsylvania, 

a large granite boulder on which 
ig a bronze tablet, 

The unpretentious monument marks 
the spot where two hundred years ago 
a treaty was consummated which made 
history in the Western world, and hon- 
ors the principals who brought it to a 
successful conclusion. 

For many years the site of the me- 
morial was a traditional picnic spot. 
The folklore of the region was replete 
with dim memories of pioneer days, 
and tales of the Delaware Indian vil- 
lage which once nestled in the shade 
of its primeval maples. 

Standing near the monument, less 
than fifty miles from Pittsburgh, the 
site of old Fort Duquesne, we can in 
fancy almost see the smoke rising from 
the busy village, and hear the chatter- 
ing children and squaws, as the braves 
loll under the trees preparing for the 
next hunting trip. 

The descriptive tablet tells the story: 

Within this grove of sugar maples 

was located a Delaware Indian Vil- 

lage called Kuskuskies. According to 

history and local tradition, at a point 
forty rods south of this spot, 

CHRISTIAN FREDERICK POST, 

a Moravian Missionary, and an emis- 

sary of the Colonial] Government of 

Pennsylvania, concluded a treaty with 

KING BEAVER and other chiefs, 

of the Western Indian Tribes in 1758. 

Under the terms of this treaty, the 

Indians withdrew their allegiance 

from the French, and in consequence 

the French abandoned Fort Duquesne 
and retreated before the arrival of 

General Forbes’ Army. This, the most 

important treaty ever concluded with 

the North American Indians, made 
possible the winning of the French 
and Indian War by the English, and 
the consequent ascendancy of the 

Anglo-Saxon in the, Western World. 

This tablet is erected in honor of 

CHRISTIAN FREDERICK POST and 

KING BEAVER, a Unami Chief of 

the Delaware Indians, by the Histori- 

cal Society of Slppery Rock, Penn- 

Sylvania, 1925. 


Who, then, was this Christian Fred- 
erick Post? 

Certainly no ordinary man could in- 
fluence the restless Indian tribes of that 
vast region to join in a treaty so im- 
Portant to the English, and with such 
far-reaching effects. 


0: A bend in the road that winds 
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A Treaty That Made History 


An early Moravian missionary who won the 
confidence of Indian tribes 


Count Zinzendorf (1700-1760) is con- 
sidered the founder of the Mora- 
vian Church. He allowed the per- 
secuted Christians of Bohemia and 
Moravia to found a village on his 
Berthelsdorf estate in Saxony, 
which they named Herrnhut. In 
1727 he became their spiritual 
leader. He is also well known as 
the writer of several hymns, such 
as “Jesus, Thy Blood and Right- 
eousness” and “Jesus, Still Lead 
On”; and he edited four collections of 
hymns between 1725 and 1731. The 
subject of this article was both a 
Moravian missionary and a skillful 
representative of the Colonial Gov- 
ernment of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Dance gives interesting glimpses of 
his strong character and lasting 
work. (His source material came 
from “Early Western Travels,” 1748- 
1846, Vol. I; adapted from Proud’s 
“History of Pennsylvania,” Philadel- 
phia 1798, II Appendix, by Reuben 
G. Thwaites. Arthur H. Clark Co., 
Cleveland, Ohio, 1904.) 





Christian Frederick Post, a mission- 
ary of the Moravian Church, was born 
in Polish Prussia in 1710. 

The Moravian Brethren had been 
forced by Spanish hostility to abandon 
their mission work among the Indians 
in Georgia, and removed to Bethlehem, 
Pa. (1739), where Post joined them in 
1742, eager to be a part of their mis- 
sionary efforts among the Indians. 

Count Zinzendorf, the great Mora- 
vian Bishop, assigned Post to Connecti- 
cut, where he won many converts. 
There he married Rachel, a converted 
Indian woman, which added to ‘his 
influence among the Indians. 


Work Among the Iroquois : 

Post and the Brethren who had emi- 
grated to the New World were inde- 
fatigable missionaries. A work was 
soon started among the Iroquois in New 


* York, where their success was such that, 


like Paul, they were assailed by perse- 
cution. A mob of settlers who had been 
thriving 5n the vices and weaknesses of 
the Indians set upon them, and Post 
was imprisoned on trumped-up charges 
for nearly two months in New York. 
In the face of continual persecution it 
was impossible to carry out a successful 
mission, and Post and his coworkers 
were forced to return to Bethlehem. 
Not long after this period the town of 
Gnadenhutten (“Huts of Grace”) was 
built for them in the Western Territory. 


By HUBERT J. DANCE 


Post’s Indian wife, Rachel, died in 
1747, and two years later he married 
another Indian convert, Agnes, of the 
Delaware Tribe, who lived only until 
1751. At this most distressing time in 
his life Post went cheerfully to estab- 
lish a mission in Labrador, which, how- 
ever, ended in failure. After a forced 
trip to England, he made his way again 
to Bethlehem. 

The Association of Quakers in Penn- 
sylvania, active in Indian matters, were 
much impressed by Post’s Christian con- 
duct in spite of tremendous difficulties, 
and the amazing over-all success of his 
missionary enterprises. . 

The Colonial Government, too, found 
that Christian Indians from Post’s flock 
made valuable interpreters and were 
well received by their Indian brethren. 

As the tact and Christian forbear- 
ance of Post and his Indian converts 
became more, apparent, it followed that 
they were given greater responsibilities 
in dealing with the numerous Indian 
tribes of the region. 

The English were threatened by hos- 
tile Indian tribes who practically con- 
trolled the Pennsylvania wilderness, 
and also endangered by the French, who 
had established themselves at Fort 
Duquesne, 


A Difficult Task 

In placating and treating with the 
Indians, so that General Forbes could 
advance with his army against the 
French, the Association of Friends as- 
sumed a large role, and in this work 
they found Post and his Indian converts 
indispensable. 

In the year 1758 Christian Frederick 


' Post was appointed an emissary of the 


Colonial Government of Pennsylvania 
to conclude a genera] treaty with all 
the Western Indian tribes, thereby re- 
moving them as potential allies of the 
French. This involved also the seem- 
ingly superhuman task of winning their 
allegiance wholeheartedly to the Eng- 
lish cause. ; 

Such a mission meant hazardous jour- 
neys through the trackless wilderness 
into hostile territory, controlled by 
cruel, often treacherous, foes. Post, 
however, was a man of faith, with 
matchless knowledge of Indian customs 
and character. 

The story told in Post’s Journal of 
hardship and hazard endured in facing 
the rigors of the wilderness, is equally 
a story of unbelievable danger in meet- 
ing in council with tribe after tribe who 
were wavering between friendship and 
hostility. 
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Post, the man of faith, surmounted 
all difficulties. He finally met in coun- 


cil with the great King Beaver, to set- 


tle forever the question whether Indian 
loyalties would go to French or Eng- 
lish. Post’s Christian tact and perse- 
verance won King Beaver completely to 
the English cause. 

In a great council speech addressed 
to the Governor of Pennsylvania, King 
Beaver expressed his gratification that 
the English had agreed on “a treaty of 
peace to last forever,” with the Six 
Nations, the Delawares, and the other 
Western Tribes. 

One Indian councilor said to Post: 

“So soon as you came, it was as if 
the weather changed; a great cloud 
passed away and we could think again 
on our ancient friendship with the Eng- 
lish. 

“We think it is God’s work; He pities 
us, that we should not all die; and if 
we should not accept of the peace of- 
fered to us, we think God would for- 
sake us.” 

The Indian councilors, speaking for 
their tribes, told Post they were hun- 
gry to hear the Word of God, and, now 
that the treaty had removed fear of 
the English, asked him to come and 
preach to them. 

Post, on his part, assured them of his 
friendship and regard for their welfare, 
and declared that when the peace was 
well established he hoped to come and 
“proclaim the peace and love of God to 
them.” 

Post began his dignified councils with 
King Beaver of the Delawares in an 
imposing Indian village called Kuskus- 
kies, or Kushkushkee. Divided into 
four towns, with a cabin set apart for 
visitors, it consisted of about ninety 
houses, with some two hundred able 
warriors. 

Here, after many discouragements, 
the Easton Treaty of the year before 
was finally confirmed, leading to the 
consummation of a general treaty with 
all the Western Indian tribes. Each 
agreement, when reached, was impres- 
sively sealed with great belts of wam- 
pum, 

This, the general treaty of 1758, was 
the most important treaty ever made 
with thé North American Indians, and 
made possible the winning of the West. 

Post served Pennsylvania faithfully 
two more years, then went to preach 
to the Western Indians. In 1761 he es- 
tablished a mission on the Muskingum, 
and. built the first white man’s house 
in what is now the State of Ohio. 

In 1764 Post went on a hazardous 
mission to the Mosquito Coast, in Nica- 
ragua, where he stayed for two years. 
Following’ a second visit, in 1767, he 
returned to Pennsylvania. 

Toward the close of his life, Post re- 
tired from the Moravian Sect and en- 
tered the Protestant Episcopal Church, 
doubtless influenced to do so because, 
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about 1749, the British Parliament de- 
clared the Moravian Brethren to be “an 
ancient form of the Protestant Episco- 
pal Church.” 

The labors of Christian Frederick 
Post, intrepid missionary and peace- 
maker, were about over. In the year 
1785 his work was done, and his death 
occurred at Germantown, Pennsylvania. 

Today, thousands of automobiles 
hurtle at breath-taking speed over the 
Pennsylvania Turnpike from Philadel- 
phia to Pittsburgh, the site of old Fort 
Duquesne, traversing safely in hours 
the miles of Post’s journeys on which 
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he spent many’ months, facing hardship 
and danger in hostile Indian strong. 
holds. Historians agree that, as an agent 
of the Colonial Government of Penn- 
sylvania, he played an almost indis- 
pensable part in establishing a peace 
that led to the winning of that vast 
region for the English-speaking world, 

Two hundred years later, as bene- 
ficiaries of his heroic endeavors, it is 
fitting that we should honor the mem- 
ory of that humble pioneer of faith, 
God’s man of his time, Christian Fred- 
erick Post. 


New CASTLE, Pa. 


How We Started a Church Library 


And how it became a source of inspiration 
and increased knowledge of the Scriptures 


HE trend is growing for more and , 


better church libraries today. Tele- 
vision, radio, newspapers, and the aver- 
age drugstore magazines tend to focus 
the attention on worldly things. Se- 
lected books and directed reading can 
lead to the spiritual. 

To go to the city library is often time- 
consuming. What is more, needed de- 
votional and reference books cannot 
readily be found for more effective 
Sunday school teaching, for young stu- 
dents, and for adult classes that need 
pamphlets and books for group discus- 
sions. 

In my own church a group of us met 
with the minister to discuss a proposed 
library. We decided on a quiet room 
on the second floor of our church build- 
ing and then volunteer workers were 
sought. Two retired carpenters built 
the shelves that lined one wall. Addi- 
tional volunteers undertook the paint- 
ing. Some money was needed and 
some of our women raised funds to pur- 
chase a desk, a typewriter, chairs, 
lamps, and a wall-sized map. An artist 
contributed a woodland scene and a 
painting of our Lord. We had less than 
thirty dollars left to buy books, and the 
shelves looked woefully empty. We 
solicited religious books from the con- 
gregation, promising to paste inside the 
cover the name of the donor or a me- 


morial card honoring a deceased rela- 


tive or friend. We made it clear that 
a board of judges would pass on every 
book and those books that the board 
felt were not suitable would be re- 
turned. We did not care to include any 
books that were not sound or would not 
make a definite Christian contribution 
to the readers, 

The response was overwhelming. 
Books arrived by the cartons and all 
in excellent condition—reference sets, 
recreation programs, books written by 
outstanding Christian leaders, Bibles, 
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Bible dictionaries, and others. The 
shelves were filled, and books were 
still arriving. 

Now we faced another problem: 
should we establish a lending library, 
or have only a reading-reference room? 
We decided on the latter course since 
we are a small congregation. This 
meant that any child or adult could come 
to the room, read the books he wanted 
in comfortable surroundings, type his 
references if he wished to do so, and 
derive much spiritual benefit. Our 
library is a popular room, constantly 
used throughout the week as well as on 
Sundays. 

One wheel-chair invalid maintains an 
up-to-the-minute clipping file of maga- 
zine articles. Others contribute the 
magazines of our particular denomina- 
tion, and other Christian magazines, too, 
Still other members have brought re- 
ligious art objects from the Holy Land, 
Bible gems, Sunday school work, re- 
ligious hobbies all to be displayed. The 
displays are changed from month to 
month in order that something new may 
be offered constantly for viewing. The 
more who share in the work of the 
library, the greater is the interest of 
all concerned, 

Of course, the lending library does 
present greater opportunities for com- 
munity service. But when books are 
borrowed, book work increases. More 
volunteers are needed—librarians in 
shifts, and those who have cars who 
will take books to hospitals, old peo- 
ple’s homes, orphanages, and shut-ins, 
Tape-recordings of sermons and records 
are additional luxuries. Much depends 
on the size of a congregation, the money 
allotted to the library, and the number 
of willing volunteers. 

Once the library has been established, 
more volunteers are needed to keep the 
books in repair, to clean them, and to 
buy new ones from whatever amount 
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has been set aside in the church budget. 

A library committee can plan special 
programs. Children of Junior and Pri- 
mary age dearly love a story-hour. Dur- 
ing the winter months, while our mid- 
week prayer service is going on, kinder- 
gartners are brought to the library for 
a story-hour. Puppet shows depicting 
Bible characters in action are another 
unfailing attraction. 

Teen-agers are interested in such sub- 
jects as curfew, part-time employiuent, 
going steady, and the like, and they 
want to hear what other teen-agers are 
doing in the world. A reading list can 
be slanted in this direction with oppor- 
tunity. for discussion at future youth 
meetings. 

Mothers can and have taken a com- 
plete reading course on Christian child 
training. Oldsters like to browse. Young 
adults and middle-agers are avid re- 
searchers. You will find all ages in your 
library, and since the aims of each age 
group is different, a library counselor 
for each group is an asset. 

Timeliness cgn be an aid—special 
books on a table for something of in- 
‘terest at the moment. It could be a 
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book mentioned in a sermon by the 
minister, and others along the same line. 
If a lecturer is speaking in town on 
spiritual healing, for example, get out 
the books giving Scriptural help on 
healing. Christmas, New Year’s, Easter, 
Mother’s Day should bring out the pro- 
gram books, marked with identifying 
papers for Sunday school teachers, 
group leaders, and mothers. Sometimes 
a radio or television talk will bring a 
demand for particular books. A _ bul- 
letin-board of current events should be 
tacked on the library wall, a guide for 
readers and a guide for the librarian, 
who can in this way anticipate demands 
for certain books, 

Work of this sort calls for qualified 
volunteers, but one qualified volunteer 
can always train another. Willingness 
is what counts. A church library is a 
constant source of inspiration, increased 
knowledge of the Scriptures, and truly 
significant Christian reading. Sharing 
Christian books, displaying them, en- 
couraging old and young to read these 
books is a most important part of the 
work of the church today. 

AKRON, OHIO. 


Put Christ Back Into Christmas 


Some of the ways in which you may honor Him and 
make Him known to others at Christmas time 


ARK TWAIN ‘said, “Everyone talks 

about the weather, but nobody 
does anything about it.” And do not 
most of us say, “Christmas is getting 
$0 commercialized!” And we do not do 
anything about it. Or do we? 

There is a large church in a_ west 
coast city that for several years has 
been admonishing its members, “Put 
Christ first on your Christmas shopping 
list,” and apparently they have been 
doing that, for, in 1956, the special col- 
lection for the special Christmas mis- 
Sionary project was about $3,000. 

Our members were urged to remem- 
ber that Christmas is Christ’s birthday 
and to give as much to Him (or to His 
work) as is spent for a gift for anyone 
on their gift lists. If usually $25 is 
Spent for all Christmas gifts, the total 
amount was not to be increased, but 
as much was to be reserved for Christ 
as for the most expensive gift. For 
example, if one gave a wife or husband 
or mother a gift that cost $5, that same 
amount was set aside for Christ. Then 
the remainder of total gift money was 
to be divided among the others on the 
list. Of course, all our members may 
not have followed this plan, but the 
Christmas offerings for the special pro- 
jects have been unusually large for a 
humber of years. 

A certain woman who sought to “put 
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Christ back into Christmas” said to 
her family, “Don’t get anything for me 
for Christmas this year. There isn’t 
anything I need. I’m not going to give 
gifts to any of the adults in the family 
this year. Instead I’m going to give the 
money to a missionary. I wish you 
would all do the same.” They agreed 
to do this and were all very happy 
about it, and surely the missionary re- 
cipients must have been encouraged by 
being remembered. 

So a church and a family have been 
putting Christ. back into Christmas. 
But there is also a very dear little 
Swedish lady eighty-three years old 
who followed this plan last year. She 
is a widow with a limited income that 


is enough for her tithe for the Lord - 


and for her modest needs, but which 
doesn’t leave anything over for her to 
give to the many missionary projects 
to which she and her husband contrib- 
uted for over fifty years. This past 
year, before Christmas, she prayed that 
if anyone was going to give her a gift 
it would be a gift of money so she could 
send it on to one of the projects so 
dear to her heart. She was really on 
praying ground, and the Lord who so 
graciously answered her prayers for 
many years, again heard, and answered 
that prayer. Then, almost by next mail, 
any money received was on its way to 


. 
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help the Lord’s work. She wrote and 
told each one where his or her gift of 
money had been sent. Recently she 
said that she had enjoyed doing this 
so much that she has planned to write 
to her friends and relatives and ask 
them to send money this year so she 
can again have money for the things 
that are nearest to her heart. 

Some Sunday schools are now pre- 
paring their Christmas programs for the 
Lord’s Day and omitting poems and 
songs about Santa Claus, and even omit- 
ting Santa himself. A church program 
that came to hand had this main outline 
for the Sunday Christmas program: 

The Wonderful Story ‘ 

The Wonderful Promises 

The Wonderful Night 

The Wonderful Message 
Why not, from early childhood, teach 
the children the real meaning of Christ- 
mas—that it is Christ Jesus’ birthday, 
and that because He loved us so much, 
He came to be the. Babe of Bethlehem 
so that He might be the Christ of Cal- 
vary. 

Then there is the matter of Christ- 
mas cards. Many people always send 
Scripture text cards. Many others do 
not do this, but send a card with a re- 
ligious motif and write on it a Scrip- 
ture reference, such as Isaiah 9:6, 7 or 
1 John 4:9. Some enclose a, Christmas 
tract. Excellent ones are now published 
by several tract societies. This is an 
excellent idea to follow especially when 
sending a card to one of whose,salva- 
tion you are not assured. Scripture 
text cards for all occasions are becom- 
ing more easily obtainable, as well as 
cards with a religious motif in the de- 
sign. 

It has been the custom of many to 
make the sending of Christmas cards an 
opportunity to “catch up” on corre 
spondence for the year, especially with 
those to whom one writes infrequently. 
Some have felt that this detracts from 
the birthday message of the King. After 
all, it is His birthday first, and nothing 
should detract from that thought. Per- 
haps it would be wise to write those 
“once a year” notes or letters on Val- 
entine’s Day or Friendship Day, or at 
some other regular convenient time, and 
keep the message on the Christmas 
cards a truly Christmas message. Be- 
sides preserving the real import of the 
Christmas greeting, it would save a lot 
of wear and tear at the very busy 
Christmas season. 

If you have friends to whom you wish 
to send an especially nice card, very 
attractive booklets of Scripture verses 
and poems may be purchased very rea- 
sonably. They are a nice substitute for 
cards, and are more permanent in that 
they are often kept long after the cards 
are thrown away. 

Sacred recordings make \acceptable 


(Continued on page 912) 
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: Books for Busy Christians 


Help for your church and Sunday school work, Bible study, Christian biography, child training, devotional 
material, missionary preparation, theology, and fiction for your own reading and for gifts 


Edited by John W. Walvoord. (Wm. 
B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., Grand Rapids 
3, Mich., $4.50.) The Evangelical Theolog- 
ical Society, with the publication of this 
volume, continues in its effort to pro- 
vide \Conservatives with tools for the 
defense and proclamation of the faith. 
Ten scholars, representing eight theo- 
ogical institutions across the country, 
discuss the doctrine of verbal inspira- 
tion as it has developed in the minds 
of men since the time of Irenaeus. Their 
findings show that early writers (Iren- 
aeus, Augustine, Luther, Calvin, and 
Wesley) believed in verbal inspiration, 
and that their purpose in interpretation 
was to find out just what God was say- 
ing in the Scriptures. (Later thinkers, 
Sandy, Rowley, Brunner, and R. Nie- 
buhr, deny verbal inspiration.) Since 
each of the ten scholars writing these 
essays is himself committed to the iner- 
rancy, the volume becomes not only an 
exposition of the doctrine, but also a 
defense against the attacks upon it, 
This is a volume’for those seriously 
concerned with the defense of the faith 
today. Pastors and Sunday school 
teachers will find it useful, and it should 
be given to young people in colleges 
and universities where their faith may 
be undermined. 


Understanding the Times. Compiled 
and edited by Dr. William Culbertson 
‘and Herman B. Centz. (Zondervan Pub. 
House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $3.) 
“Understanding of the Times, to know 
what Israel ought to do,” is an expres- 
sion taken from 1 Chronicles 12:32. 
This expression is the theme of a con- 
gress on prophetic truth ‘that met in 
Calvary Baptist Church, New York 
City, November 6-13, 1955. “There are 
people living in these days when God’s 
King is rejected and is, to use a figure 
of speech, tarrying at Hebron, who like 
the sons of Issachar have an under- 
standing of the times and know what 
God’s people ought to do.” Realizing 
that the world is perishing, having no 
knowledge of God’s plan, the American 
Association for Jewish Evangelism 
sponsored a congress on prophecy. The 
chairman was Dr. V. Raymond Edman, 
president of Wheaton College. The 
Lord very graciously made Himself 
known among those who spoke and 
those who heard. No one expected or 
received any remuneration. Those who 
spoke were assigned their subjects. 
Several of the twenty-nine messages 
give Scriptural proof that the Church 
will not pass through the Great Tribu- 


[ eaitee by 3 and Interpretation. 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 








lation. We must remember that a spe- 
cial crown has been promised to those 
who have loved our Lord’s appearing. 
Evidently in these days the love of 


many has waxed cold. There is entirely _ 


too little said about the coming of our 
Lord. These addresses express the in- 
nermost faith of the speakers. May the 
truth of God contained in this volume 
illumine the path of many Christian 
pilgrims until the dawning of the per- 
fect day. 


Dynamic—Paget Wilkes of Japan. By 
I, R. Govan Stewart. (Marshall, Mor- 
gan & Scott, London E.C. 1; 6/ net.) 
Mr. Wilkes was the well-known foun- 
der of the Japan Evangelistic Band and 
the author of several books. Of his 
second, Dr. R. A. Torrey said, after 
reading it three times, “that if he could 
put only one other book besides the 
Bible into the hands of his students for 
study, it would be ‘The Dynamic of 
Service.” Paget Wilkes was saved as 
a boy and- when he went to Oxford in 
1892 he took a bold stand for Christ 
and became a_é successful open-air 
speaker. Mrs. Stewart says: “Two 
principles held him right on his course. 
One was the habit of the early-morn- 
ing quiet time, which he considered to 
-be the ‘bottom brick’ of the consecrated 
life. . . . The second was the realization 
that his calling in life was to make 
Christ’s love known to others” (p. 20). 
He never swerved from these principles 
and God used him greatly as a mission- 
ary in Japan and to lead Christians 
everywhere into a life of faith, victory, 
and power. : 

Mr. Wilkes frankly stood for a second 
work of grace, or the baptism of the 
Spirit, after conversion. The Times has 
for years held that this was not neces- 
sary, according to Scripture, though, as 
Dr. McQuilkin used to say a crisis does 
often seem to be necessary to bring 
about full surrender and trust. The 
Trmes holds that the Holy Spirit is 
given to believers at conversion and that 
the fullness of the Spirit follows com- 
plete surrender. There are’ several 
points in this biography at which the 
second work of grace is advocated (e.g., 
pp. 37, 45, 58, 60, 67, 73). 


However, Paget Wilkes was all out 
for God, and had great gifts in soy). 
winning, Bible exposition, and showing 
Christians the way of victory. The 
larger biography, “Ablaze for God,” by 
his sister, Mrs. Pattison, with his jour 
nals and writings, is the basis of this 
small but stimulating volume. It wil] 
warm Christians’ hearts and spur them 
on to more zealous witnessing. 


Victorious Praying. By Alan Redpath, 
(Fleming H. Revell Co., Westwood, 
N. J., $2.) The Lord’s Prayer is ex- 
pounded, phrase by phrase, in this de- 
votional classic. The major premise 
throughout the book is the emphasis 
that it is a family prayer—to be prayed 
by those who have been born again by 
faith into God’s family. It will be es- 
pecially enlightening to those who 
usually regard this model prayer as not 
applicable for this dispensation. An 
example of the searching nature of the 
book is found in the section, “Thy Will 
Be Done,” “Ask yourself if it is not true 
that the cause of all unrest, all frustra- 
tion, all unhappiness, all feeling of in- 
ability, and all sense of powerlessness 
in our human character, even though 


it be the character of a child of God,’ 


is the same self-will. The source of 
these things lies in the fact that, quite 
frankly, we have not submitted to the 
will of God.” 


\ How To Succeed With Your Home 
Department. By Henry Jacobsen 
(Scripture Press, Wheaton, IIl., paper, 60 
cents.) Every Sunday school should 
have a Home Department—if only 
one person in the community is un- 
able to attend services there should be 
a department with one member, and 
one visitor! How to get started? Every 
question is answered in this excellent 
handbook, and more helps are given 
than most prospective workers realize 
they need—how a department helps 
your church; who are prospects for 
membership? organization of a depart- 
ment, choosing workers, finding and en- 
rolling members; qualifications of 4 
superintendent and other officers; visi- 
tors and their visiting; and so on. There 
are forty-eight pages of excellent ideas 
with a complete index to assist in find- 
ing information quickly. Although the 
booklet is very comprehensive, it is 
intended to be of assistance to wor 
who are limited in the amount of time 
and effort they are able to devote # 
this ministry. 

New Schaff-Herzog Encyclopedia @ 
Religious Knowledge, Volumes 14 and 
15, which are also called 20th Century 
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Encyclopedia of Religious Knowledge. 
(Baker Book House, Grand Rapids 6, 
Mich., $4.50 each.) The thirteen volumes 
of the ‘New Schaff-Herzog Encyclopedia 
of Religious Knowledge,” originally 
published in 1907 and recently reprinted 
by the Baker Book House, contains an 
extremely useful summary of the im- 
portant movements and individuals in 
the theological world up to that date. 
They were reviewed in THE SuNpDAY 
Scnoo. Times of August 5, 1950, and 
January 19, 1952. These two new vol- 
umes attempt to cover the subsequent 
years in similar fashion. There is a 
great deal of valuable material in these 
pooks, both for quick reference and for 
study of special subjects. The natural- 
istic viewpoint of many of the writers 
shows itself occasionally in some of the 
articles, so that they must be used with 
discretion. . 


Parents Are Teachers. (Parent Guid- 
ance Series No. 6.) (Concordia Pub. 
House, St. Louis 18; 60 cents, paper.) 
How can family worship be made in- 
teresting to both a two- and a ten-year- 
old? Why is it that the children of the 
Smith family like to play church while 
those in the Jones family are all for 
cops and robbers? And how does one 
handle a mooning girl of fourteen, who 
imagines herself madly in love? Such 
are the questions here offered for dis- 
cussion and worked out for parent- 
teacher groups, as well as for individ- 
uals. Each of the thirteen chapters is 
patterned under five headings: “Seeing 
the Problem”; “Searching the Scrip- 
tures”; “Applying God’s Word”; “Look- 
ing at Life’; and “Summarizing the 
Lesson.” The authors, Professors Coiner 
and Schuller and Christian Parent mag- 
azine editor, Martin P. Simon, all Mis- 
souri Synod men, have worked pains- 
takingly on what could make a vital 
difference in the practicing Christian- 
ity of any home. 


Prayer and Life’s Highest. By Paul 
Stromberg Rees. (Wm. B. Eerdmans 
Pub. Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $2.) 
Six of the intercessory prayers of Paul 
are the basis for this book, and at once 
the unsearchable richness of the Scrip- 
tures is apparent. Life’s highest pur- 
pose for the Christian unfolds as these 
Subjects are considered: “Prayer and 
the Way of Mastery”; “Prayer and the 
Way of Excellency”; “Prayer and the 
Way of Consistency”; “Prayer and the 
Way of Sanctity”; “Prayer and the Way 
of Expectancy”; “Prayer and the Way 
of Serenity.” Furthermore, this high 
Purpose is shown to be attainable by 
faith. “The standard is high, but not 
too high.” The King James text is en- 
tiched by numerous comparisons with 
other translations. The theme of the 
book is devotional—heartwarming; the 
Style is scholarly—thought-provoking. 
While textual problems are noted, they 
are not tediously dwelt upon. Any 
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Christian, new or mature, will profit 
spiritually by a careful reading of this 
book, 


The Keswick Week, 1957. (Marshall, 
Morgan & Scott, Ltd., London, E.C, 1; 
may be ordered from the Christian Lit- 
erature Crusade, Fort Washington, Pa., 
clothbound, $2.50.) With this volume in 
hand one may haveea Victorious Life 
conference at home. For this contains 
in full the addresses given last summer 
at the seventy-sixth English Keswick 
Convention. There are thirty-six mes- 
sages, given from Saturday, July 13, 
through Friday, July 19, besides brief 
descriptions of the early morning 
prayer and missionary prayer meetings, 
receptions for missionaries and overseas 
visitors, meetings for ministers~ and 
young people, and open-air meetings. 
Dr. William Culbertson, president of the 
Moody Bible Institute, gave the first 
message on Sunday morning, then a 
series of four on “The Gracious Pro- 
vision of the Blessed Triune God for 
Holy Living”; and the Rev. Alan Red- 
path, pastor of the Moody Memorial 
Church, gave six addresses. A number 
of the speakers used simple outlines for 
their sermons, which ‘helps one to fol- 
low their line of thought easily. 

As is customary at both the ‘English 
and American Keswick, there is a pro- 
gression in the addresses. The main 
thoughts on the six principal days were: 
Worship, Repentance, Yieldedness, Con- 
secration, the Spirit-filled Life, and 
World-wide Witness. These are not dif- 
ficult Bible studies, hard to follow, but 
simple, clear, practical] talks by expe- 
rienced yet humble Christian men, who 
are recognized as leaders in America 
and England. The collection would 
make good Sunday afternoon reading, 
privately or in the family, for the whole 
winter; it could be used profitably as 
the basis of studies in Wednesday night 
prayer meetings; and all who read it 
will find here the foundation and the 
method of a life of victory in Christ. 


When You Need a Missionary Story. 
By Elizabeth B. Jones. (The Warner 
Press, Anderson, Ind., $1.50.) The “Lit- 
tle Boy Who Listened to God,” in this 
book, was David Livingstone; and “The 
Beautiful White Ma” was Mary Slessor. 
Other biographical story sketches are 
based on the lives of Adoniram Judson, 
Hugh Tucker, William Carey, Wilfred 
Grenfell, Esther Carson Winans, and 
John Williams. All of the stories are 
well written with a strong appeal to 
little folks who are beginning to think 
about serving Christ. These twenty- 
eight excellent stories are designed 
for Primary and Junior age children. 
They vary in length and style and are 
indexed by country and title, with the 
age level indicated for each story. 


How To Understand and Influ 


Children. By Clyde M. Narramore, Ed.D. 
(Zondervan Pub, House, Grand Rapids 
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6, Mich., $1.50, paper.) Forty short es- 
says on child training are packed into 
the three chapters on “Teaching and 
Learning,” “Ages and Stages,” and 
“Spiritual Development.” The author 
is a widely known Christian psycholo- 
gist, graduate of Columbia University, 
and consulting psychologist for the pub- 
lic school system of Los Angeles County, 
where nearly a million and a half boys 
and girls are enrolled. His training 
and position qualify him to speak on 
the subject, and his close adherence to 
the Bible as God’s Word guards him 
against the aberrations of modern, god- 
less psychology. 

Dr. Narramore’s style is bright and 
breezy, his sentences are generally short 
and clear, and he avoids heavy technical 
terms. His book opens with a story 
from real life and this is typical of the 
many illustrations he uses to drive home 
his points. He tells of several things 
that happened to him when he was a 


* growing boy. Here and there he has 


helpful outlines; for example, “Teach 
by Sight .. . Teach by Taste . . . Teach 
by Smell . . . Teach by Touch”; and 
these tips on memorization: “1. Give 
each verse a ‘title.’ 2. Write the verses. 
3. Read vgrses alternately. 4. Discuss 
the verse. 5. Review a little each day. 
6. Start memorization young. 7. Give 
the award of praise.” 

This is a good handbook for teachers 
and parents of children from five to 
eight, which is filled with keen observa- 
tions on the child mind, practical sug- 
gestions, and sound, Scriptural counsel. 


Moro Sheeba. By Beatrice Tannehill 
King. (Moody Press, Chicago 10; $2.25.) 
It was in the Belgian Congo that Moro 
Sheeba lived and labored, and her story 
does not begin with missions or mission- 
aries, but with her mother, Akelo. De- 
serted by her parents, kidnaped, and 
sold into slavery as a child, Akelo was 
guided by an unknown Providence to a 
kind master who married her to one 
of his own sons. To this union Moro 
was born. Ignorant of aught but the 
worship of Jok and lesser evil spirits, 
the girl early felt a great sorrow that 
these always failed to answer the 
prayers of her patient mother. Small 
wonder that when the missionary lady 
promised better things, Moro followed 
her and, as a believer, soon learned to 
read the Book of God. But Pilipili, her 
betrothed, only pretended Christianity, 
so when, after marriage, he insisted on 
the usual beer dances, Moro refused to 
co-operate. The persecutions that fol- 
lowed but drew her closer to Christ and 
her precious Bible. After years of test- 
ing, and a fearful brush with death for 
Pilipili, God answered prayer and the 
man was truly converted. Now he was 
even willing for Moro to visit the kraals 
as an evangelist, a work for which he 
had no gift. Aided by missionaries, the 


(Continued on page 921) 
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Verbal Inspiration 
(Continued from second page) 


So, I urge you to be honest with 
your readers. Come out in print and 
say what you said in that column in 
1925. Make it stand out so we know you 
have the courage to speak the truth. 
There are errors in the existing manu- 
scripts and copies and versions of the 
Bible. I know there are. You have 
said there are. Now, play the man 
and quit talking about “verbal in- 
spiration” which means one thing to 
your readers and another to you.— 
An Ontario pastor, 


It is doubtful whether any appreciable 
portion of Tres readers think that 
when the Editors speak of the verbal 
inspiration of the Scriptures they refer 
to the King James Version or any other 
modern translation. The Editors of the 
Tres are not alone in their position, 
for it is generally understood among 
evangelical theologians, ministers, and 
Bible teachers that when we speak of 
verbal inspiration we refer to the orig- 
inal manuscripts, which no longer exist, 
But the sharp tone of the pastor’s letter 
makes one wonder whether he,’ like 
many other ministers and laymen, is 
not taking a much more critical attitude 
toward the truth of the Bible than is 
taken by the majority of sound evan- 
gelicals who realize and admit that 
there are infinitesimal and negligible 
errors in translation. 

Unfortunately the pamphlet to which 
the pastor refers is now out of print, 
It was undoubtedly written by Dr. 
Charles G. Trumbull, former Editor of 
the Times, and first published in “Notes 
on Open Letters” in 1925, Following 
the sentences quoted by the pastor, the 
article said: 

“In view of this, the question is some- 
times asked, What difference does it 
make anyway, if inerrancy refers only 
to original manuscripts which we do 
not possess? Are we not quibbling over 
an. imaginary, hypothetical situation? 

“By no means. Does it make no dif- 
ference whether the Bible started right, 
or started wrong? But the conclusive 
proof of the inerrancy of the original 
manuscripts is this: What we do have 
claims that what we do not have was 
infallible. And the researches and 
study of reverent scholarship, conducted 
through the’ centuries with tireléss and 
painstaking investigation and compari- 
son of texts with texts, manuscripts 
with manuscripts, have resulted in giv- 
ing us today a Bible text concerning 
which any question as to what the orig- 
inal was is almost negligible. Practi- 


cally less than one per cent of the orig- 
inal manuscripts is in doubt today; and 
that tiny fraction, concerning the orig- 
inal of which there may be any doubt, 
does not affect any part of the spiritual 
truth or teaching of the Bible.” 

As evidence that THe Sunpay ScHOoL 
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‘Tres is standing with other Funda- 


mentalists in its position on the Scrip- 
tures, the following is taken from the 
Wheaton College statement on inspira- 
tion which was published in the Trumes 
on June 22 this year: “We believe in 
the Scriptures of the Old and the New 
Testaments as verbally inspired by God 
and inerrant in the original writing, 
and that they are of supreme and final 
authority in faith and life.” The state- 
ment, prepared by sixteen ficulty 
members, went on to show that the 
Scriptures themselves claim verbal] in- 
spiration. It said further: “By the 
scientific use of correct principles of 
textual criticism the reverent scholar 
is able, in the vast majority of cases, 
to ascertain the original words of 
Scripture. The correct text, as thus se- 
cured, serves as a reliable basis for 
exegetical study; and its faithful inter- 


. pretation provides man with the very 


truth of God.” 

One of the greatest works on this 
subject is “The Plenary Inspiration of 
the Holy Scriptures,” by L, Gaussen, 


D.D., professor of Systematic Theology . 


in Geneva, Switzerland, in the last cen- 
tury. This is a scholarly work which 
defends the inspiration of the Scrip- 
tures and squarely faces a large num- 
ber of objections that skeptics have 
brought against it. One section is de- 
voted to the very question of the trans- 
lations. This book has gone through 
several editions and is still published 
by the Moody Press, 820 N. LaSalle St., 
Chicago 10, at $3.50. 
Canadian pastor to get and read this 
book. 
we 


Young People’s Problems 


OUNG people today have many 

very real problems. Those who 
work with them know that it is not 
always easy to answer some of the sin- 
cere questions that young people ask 
and to help them solve their problems 
in a Christian way and in accord with 
God’s Word. 

Some years ago Mary Watson Fish 
prepared a set of fourteen booklets, 
under the general title “Facing Life’s 
Problems,” covering twenty-six sit- 
uations that most young people en- 
counter. Her answers are just as help- 
ful today as when the booklets were 
first prepared, for although young peo- 
ple change, their problems somehow 
seem to remain the same. Among the 
problems dealt with in these fourteen 
booklets are, “Why Should a Christian 
Be Different?” “Should a Christian 
Part with Worldly Friends?” “How 
Shall I Spend My Sundays?” “Why Go 
to Church?” “Whom Shall I Not 
Marry?” “What Is the Secret of Promo- 
tion?” “Can a Young Person Afford To 
Tithe?” “Love—or Obedience to Christ?” 

Most of the booklets cover two sep- 
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arate problems. Each is handled in a 


natural and sympathetic manner, using 
the story form rather than the lecture 
method, and, in each case, the reader 
is pointed to God’s Word as the final 
test and answer. The set will prove 
helpful to workers with young people, 
and the individual booklets are con- 
venient to hand to a young person who 
is facing ‘the particular problem the 
booklet covers. Young people’s societies 
and Sunday school classes will do well 


to have a set of these booklets avail- 


able for the use of members. 

The booklets are paper bound, and of 
a size that permits them to be slipped 
easily into the pocket or pocketbook. 
The set of fourteen booklets is avail- 
able for $1, and single copies may be 
had for 10 cents each, plus postage. 
Address Mrs. Glenn L, Fish, Sunset 
Farm, R.F.D. 1, Spokane, Wash. 


se 


Put Christ Back Into Christmas 
(Continued from page 909) 


gifts and are also of more permanent 
value than many of the things that are 
used as Christmas gifts. These may 
be purchased from Bible bookstores, 
music stores, and supply houses. With 
a little care,-records that carry a real 
message of comfort, strength, or even 
a message of salvation, may be selected, 

Recordings of the carols and of the 
Messiah oratorio can well be played in 
the home during the holiday season, 
and the children as well as the 
adults encouraged to learn the words. 
Other Christmas hymns can also be 
used. And why not encourage the chil- 
dren to memorize the Christmas story 
as told in Luke 2:1-20, instead of teach- 
ing them “The Night Before Christmas,” 
which is much longer, and is of no last- 
ing value. 

Christian books, especially by an 
author the recipient-to-be has heard, 
make appropriate gifts and are sure to 
be appreciated, as books “run _ into 
money” if the person happens to be a 
“bookworm.” Or, if, during the year 
you may have heard the friend or rela- 
tive say, “I wish I could afford” this or 
that, or, “So-and-so is a good writer 
and surely has a good message,” that 
will give you a tip as to what book 
would be most appreciated. Book re- 
views in sound Christian» periodicals 
will give you many suggestions. This 
Book Number of THe Sunpay ScHOOoL 
TIMEs contains information about many 
fine books. They can all be ordered 
through the Times Book Service, 18th 
and Arch Streets, Philadelphia 3. 

Last but not least, be sure to unwrap 
the gift Christ has for you. The Bible 
says that “God so loved the world, that 
he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not 


(Continued on page 923) 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 10. DECEMBER 8. THAT | MAY KNOW CHRIST 
Philippians 3; 2:25-29, 4:18 (In this order); printed text, 3:4-14, 20, 21 
Golden Text.—Yea doubtless, and | count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord.—Phil. 3:8 


THE KInG JAMES VERSION 

Phil, 3:4 Though I might also have confidence in the 
flesh. If any other man thinketh that he hath whereof he 
might trust in the flesh, I more: 

5 Circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of 
the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews; as 
touching the law, a Pharisee; ° 

6 Concerning zeal, persecuting the church; touching the 
righteousness which is in the law, blameless. 

7 But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss 
for Christ. 

8 Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the 
excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for 
whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count 
them but dung, that I may win Christ, 

9 And be found in him, not having mine own righteous- 
ness, which is of the law, but that which is through the 
faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith: 

10 That I may know him, and the power of his resur- 
rection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made 


11 If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection 
of the dead. 
12 Not as though I had already attained, either were 


,, already perfect: but I follow after, if that I may apprehend 
that for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus. 


13 Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but 
this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, 
and reaching forth unto those things which are before, 

14 I press toward the mark for the prize of the high 
calling of God in Christ Jesus. 

20 For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also 
we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: 

21 Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fash- 
ioned like unto his glorious body, according to the working 
whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto himself. 
Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 





‘conformable unto his death; 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 
HERE is nothing wrong with am- 
T ition: Indeed he is a poor man 
who is lacking in ambition. But 
whether one’s ambition is a virtue or 
a vice depends on its content, and its 
controlling center. 

After the death of Paul Rader, Paul 
B. Fischer, then secretary of the Inter- 
national Christian Busir.ess Men’s Com- 
mittee, wrote an article about the great 
evangelist in the Committee’s maga- 
zine. He recalled that on one occasion 
Paul Rader was confiding in him some 
of his ambitions and hopes with respect 
to his labors. He suddenly stopped his 
flow of enthusiastic recital and said, 
“No, what I really want is ‘that I may 
know Him.’” All other ambitions were 
subservient to that. 

The Apostle Paul was a man of ambi- 
tion. In his youth this ardent ambition 


‘ flowed in the channel of national pride 


and religious bigotry. Then he met 
Christ, and from that day all his am- 
bition focused upon Him. Our lesson 
tells us of the apostolic ambition. The 
more we share it, the less shall we be 
plagued with worldly ambition. 


Verse by Verse 

Phil. 3:4.—“. . . I might also have con- 
fidence in the flesh. If any other man 
...I more.” What Paul means by “in 
the flesh,” so far as his own situation is 
concerned, is explained in verses 5 and 
6. It would have a different, meaning 


& x “ & 


for others. But he had more to boast 
of than most men. 


Verse 5.—“Circumcised . . . stock of 
Israel . . , Benjamin, an Hebrew of the 
Hebrews . . . a Phariseé.” Benjamin 


was the youngest son of Jacob and his 
favorite wife, Rachel. Saul, Israel’s 
first official king, was from that tribe. 
“An Hebrew of the Hebrews” signifies 
unmixed blood. The Pharisees were the 
strictest sect of the Jews, and powerful, 
although the priesthood was in the 
hands of the Sadducees. 

Verse 6.—“. . . persecuting the church 
. - . blameless.” For his persecutions, 
see Acts 7:58; 8:3; 9:1, 2 (contrast Rom. 
3:19, 20). Here he speaks from the 
point of view of the legalist, the Phari- 
see, a point of view which he abandoned 
when he met Christ. 


Verse 7.—“. . . again ... I counted 
loss for Christ.” The items enumerated 
in verses 5 and 6 were more to Saul 
the Pharisee than worldly riches, but 
they lost their value when he met 
Christ, as a string of paste beads in the 
presence of a necklace of rare pearls, 


Verse 8.—“. . . for the excellency of 
the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord 
...I have suffered the loss of all things 
... dung, that I may win Christ.” All 
things of human worth are thrown into 
the same category, as common rubbish, 
over against the knowledge of Christ. 
This is not just nice sentiment with 
Paul. He let everythirig go, for Christ. 


Verse 9.—*“. . . mine own righteous- 
ness ... the righteousness which is of 
God by faith.” The rightéousness at- 


tained by striving according to the Law 
was found inadequate, so he gladly 
abandons it in favor of the gift—right- 
eousness which is from God, in Christ, 
bestowed in the moment of believing. 


Verse 10.—“That I may know him... 


resurrection . . . fellowship of his suf- 
ferings . . .-death.” The fellowship 
(partnership) of Christ’s sufferings 


comes through a growing conformity 
to His death. Note how this comes 
after “the power of his resurrection,” 
as. being a still deeper experience. And 
yet it is only as we are conformed to 
His death that He can live His resurrec- 
tion life in us! 


Verse 11.—“If . . . I might attain unto 
the resurrection of the dead.” The 
language here doubtless points to the 
resurrection of the just at the return of 
Christ, but what follows would suggest 
resurrection life now, and I have no 
doubt that both were in Paul’s mind. 


Verse 12.—“Not .. . already attained 
. .. TI follow after . . . apprehend that 
for which also I am apprehended .. .” 
Looking back to verse 11. He did not 
arrive at .perfection when he accepted 
Christ, nor even yet, after years in 
Christ, had he arrived at that happy 
goal, but Christ had laid hold of him 
for no less purpose, and he would be 
content with nothing less. 

Verse 13.—“. . . one thing . . . for- 
getting ... reaching ...” The verb 
for “apprehended” is a common one 
with many meanings according to con- 
text. ._Perhaps the word “arrived” in 
its figurative sense would best suit here. 
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Verse 14—“I press toward the mark 
... the high calling...” This is defi- 
nitely athletic language, picturing a 
runner straining to breast the tape. 
“High” means “upward.” The calling 
of God is one that calls. to constant 
climbing. 

Verse 20.—“. . conversation is in 
heaven ... we look for the Saviour, the 
Lord Jesus Christ.” Connect the “up- 
ward” of verse 14 with this verse. For 
“conversation” read “citizenship” with 
A.S.V. While we press toward Heaven 
we look for One from Heaven. 

Verse 21.—“. . . change our vile body 
. . . fashioned like unto his glorious 
body .. . subdue all things unto him- 
self.” The contrast here is “the body 
of our humiliation” and “the body of his 
glory.” See 1 Corinthians 15:35-53, His 
power is not static, but is put in opera- 
tion for the final subjectiorf of all things, 
universally, 


The Heart of the Lesson 


“Confidence in the flesh” means sim- 
ply putting boastful trust in what we 
have by nature or in what we have 


accomplished by our own efforts. It- 


may be in the physical realm, or the 
intellectual, or the cultural, or the 
moral, or the religious. The objects of 
Paul’s carnal confidence were racial, 
moral, and _ religious, 
spheres he felt himself definitely supe- 
rior to most. 

The day came, however, when he saw 
all these assets as nothing better than 
ashes, fit only for the rubbish heap. 
He met Christ. I do not know to what 
extent he had begun to feel that his 
Hebrew heritage was failing to live up 
to his expectations in heart satisfaction. 
But when he found Christ (or was 
found by Christ), he immediately saw 
the vanity of all his former confidence 
and boasting. Religious rites, unmixed 
blood, self-righteousness could give him 
no standing with God, and without that 
any standing he had with men was less 
than worthless. So Paul arrived at a 
new ‘standard of values. The knowl- 
edge of Christ Jesus the Lord was the 
supreme value now, before which all 
others paled and faded. That only had 
value now which advanced him in the 
knowledge of Christ. 

A whole new set of ambitions must 
therefore be established, revolving 
round the person of Christ. It was no 
mere intellectual pursuit, but a deter- 
mination to know Christ experientially, 
to realize the risen Lord in his own 
life, transforming his life by His resur- 
rection power. But Paul knew that all 
this was determined by the measure 
in which he walked with Christ in the 
path of His suffering and death. No 
risen life without dying life! The apos- 
tle set this up as a goal not yet attained, 
but attainable, and, as an athlete'in the 
stadium, gave all he had to the attain- 
ment. Paul’s ambitions were not just 


and in these - 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
9. December 1.—Paul’s Triumphant 
, ER 1 ees Philippians 1 
Next Week’s Lesson 


11. December 15.—Christian- Joy. 
Philippians 4 








dreams, -but imperatives which com- 
manded all he had. 

In the pursuit of this high calling, the 
apostle was buoyed up with a glorious 
hope. He knew that he already be- 
longed to the Kingdom of Heaven—a 
citizenship far higher than that of 
Rome!—and eagerly anticipated the 
coming of his (and our) Saviour-King, 
when the operation of the resurrection 
life of Christ in him would be consum- 
mated in a change which would include 
even the body, transforming it from a 
body of humiliation, plagued with mor- 
tality, to a body of glory, like Christ’s 
own body, fit habitation for a redeemed 
and glorified spirit. Paul’s hope is our 
hope. Do we live in it? 


Outline of the Lesson 
1. Paul’s assets (Phil. 3:4-6) 
2. Paul’s accounting (vs. 7-9) 
3. Paul’s ambition (vs. 10-14) 
4. Paul’s anticipation (vs. 20, 21) 


Topics for Development 

Ambition. I intimated in the Ap- 
proach to the Lesson that the more we 
share the heavenly ambition the less 
shall we be plagued with \ orldly am- 
bition. Worldly ambition is indeed a 
plague. When it strikes it is a consum- 
ing fever. It becomes a tyrant, driving 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
HAT is meant by “confidence in 
the flesh’? 

2. What particular form. did confi- 
dence in.the flesh take in the case of 
Paul? 

3. How did Paul (Saul) express his 
zeal for the Jewish faith? 

4. What changed Paul’s standard of 
values? 

5. What became the chief object of 
attainment for Paul? 

6. How do we know that Paul’s talk 
about counting all things loss for Christ 
was not just nice sentiment? 

7. What is meant by conformity to 
the death of Christ? 

8. What resurrection is referred to in 
verse 11 of our lesson? 


9. From what area of life does Paul 
borrow his language in verses 13 and 
14? 

10. What contrast is presented in verse 
21? 

(Answers on page 920) 
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a man on, and giving him no rest. It 
colors all his thinking, diminishes his 
moral sense, and lures him into a 
breach of the First Commandment. If 
his ambition seems to be eluding him, 
the man becomes desperate and _ will 
stoop to more and more base means of 
bringing it to pass. If he attains his 
goal he finds only disillusionment. It 
does not bring him the satisfaction he 
expected. If he has a momentary thrill 
of attainment it quickly passes. He has 
eaten only ashes. 

There is one effective way of being 
saved from this plague. Let ambition 
rise into another and higher sphere: let 
it focus on Jesus Christ. There are 
many expressions of this higher ambi- 
tion in the New Testament, but none is 
clearer or more comprehensive than 
that in our lesson—“That I may know 
him, and the power of his resurrection, 
and the fellowship of his sufferings, be- 
ing made conformable unto his death.” 

Now that is an ambition not only for 
an apostle, or a preacher, but for a 
Christian physician, a Christian teacher, 
a Christian merchant, a Christian me- 
chanic. This ambition earnestly and 
sincerely pursued will make him a bet- 
ter physician, a better teacher, a better 
merchant, a better mechanic, for like- 
ness to Christ has room for nothing 
less than the best. We cannot imagine 
Jesus a poor carpenter. The risen life 
of Christ in us will make us the best 
that we can be in our several spheres, 
while we are saved from the harrow- 
ing experiences involved in worldly am- 
bition. 

Practical Applications 

Your assets will not win you salva- 
tion, so do not put your confidence in 
them, but in Christ (vs. 4-6). 

Your deficiencies are no bar to sal- 
vation if you put your confidence in 
Christ, so trust, and do not despair. 

Your own righteousness may give you 
a standing among men, but only the 
righteousness of Christ will give you a 
standing before God (v. 9). 

When you do your calculating, do it 
with eternity’s values in view (vs. 7, 8), 

Set Christ as your goal, and let noth- 
ing turn you aside. See that all other 
goals are in the direct path of the one 
ultimate goal (v. 14). 

The only way to resurrection life is 
through death—the way of the Cross 
(v. 10). 


Golden Text 

Phil. 3:8.—“. . . I count all things but 
loss for the excellency of the knowledge 
of Christ Jesus my Lord.” See that 
your reckoning is not just theorizing, 
but that you stand prepared to be strip- 
ped of all your “gains” rather than lose 
the h’ghest gain of the knowledge of 
Christ. 


ELMuurRSsT, ILL. 
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Lesson for December 8 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuacEestep HYMNS 
“Fairest Lord Jesus”. 

“O Christ, in Thee My Soul Hath Found” 

“Jesus, Thou Joy of Loving Hearts” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
,Heavenly Father, we thank Thee for 
the privilege of coming together again 
to study Thy Word. Help us to under- 
stand and obey it, and please forgive 
us for living below what we know to 
be Thy will. Make it our joy to serve 
Thee with all our heart, mind, and 
strength. Bless Thy Word given to men 
this day and use it to strengthen Thy 
people in all righteousness and to turn 
sinners to Christ. Let Thy mercy be 
shown to all sick and troubled folk. Give 
them such help as they most need, Give 
us a heart of love for others and make 
us wise in all help we may give them. 
Keep peace among the nations and 
guide al] men in high office to the right 
and wise way in the problems and 
temptations they meet. Revive Thy 
Church and bless the witness and work 
of all faithful servants of Christ. Guide 
and guard us through this new week 
and bring us together again next Lord’s 
Day, we ask in our Saviour’s name. 
Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Years ago a de- 
voted missionary traveling on a seago- 
ing vessel became acquainted with a 
well-known actor. The two became 
friendly and the way opened for the 
missionary to tell the actor what Jesus 

LOSE 


FIND ALL in’ GHRIST 


Christ meant to him. When the two 
parted, the actor said their conversa- 
tions had taught him that if Christ is 
to be anything, He must be everything 
to a man. “But, then, what about my 
work as an actor?” he said. He could 
not fit that in with being a Christian, 
it seems, yet was not willing to sacrifice 
it for Christ. 

But some who think themselves 
Christians fail to put the Lord Jesus 
first. They think it enough to have a 
certain reverence for Him and be 
church members though still living in 
a self-seeking way. That is a mistake, 
for it is true that if Christ is to be any- 
thing, He must be everything to us. 
Paul’s life shows that. In this lesson 
he lists the valued things he had given 
up to become a thorough Christian, and 
he says he counted them all as rubbish 
compared with Jesus Christ. 

We may be sure that anything we put 
aside to make Christ first in our lives 
will be well lost. He insists on first 
Place and He alone deserves it. He 
died for us. Be sure to give Him first 
place in your heart, and then you will 
find Him to be worth more than the 
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sum of all else you may have counted 
precious. You will be able then to sing, 
To them that seek Thee Thou art good, 
To them that find Thee All in all. 


CaLcary, ALTA., CAN, 
we 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Though I,might also have confidence 
in the flesh .. .” (Phil, 3:4).—Some of 
Paul’s destructive critics, such as the 
Judaistic teachers, were placing confi- 
dence in the flesh, and boasting about 
it (2 Cor. 11:18-33). Paul says he had 
much more ground for doing it than 
they. 

Seven in Scripture is the number de- 
noting completeness. Paul gave a com- 
plete catalog of things which consti- 
tuted his religion in the flesh. 

He had been “circumcised the eighth 
day,” which was exactly what the cove- 
nant required (Gen. 17:12)., Ishmael 
was thirteen years old when he was 
circumcised. Male strangers were cir- 
cumcised at whatever age they became 
proselytes. Paul was not an Ishmael- 
ite nor a proselyte. 

He was of “the stock of Israel,” one 
of the descendants of him who was 
called “a prince of God,” when his name 
was changed from Jacob to Israel (Gen. 
32:28). 

He sprang from “the tribe of Benja-' 
min”"—the tribe of special blIassing 
(Deut. 33:12), and the faithful tribe at 
the time of the revolt (1 Kings 12:12). 

He was “an Hebrew of the Hebrews.” 
“There were two kinds of Jews—Gre- 
cian and Hebrew. Those that spoke 
only the Greek language and followed 
some of the Greek customs were termed 
Hellenists; while those who spoke 
Aramaic (Hebrew as in Acts 21:40; 
22:2) were called Hebrews. The dis- 
tinction is drawn in Acts 6:1 between 
the Hebrew and Hellenistic widows, 
both classes being Jewish Christians. 
Paul . . . spoke Greek, but he also 
spoke Aramaic and was- loyal to the 
Hebrew traditions of his fathers ... 
He belonged to the purest and most 
loyal type of Jews, the Hebrews” (Dr. 
A. T. Robertson). P 

“As touching the law,” he was a 
Pharisee. The Pharisees were the or- 
thodox sect of that day (Acts 23:6-8). 
He lived after the straitest sect of his 
religion (Acts 26:5). 

As for “zeal,” he persecuted the 
church. Some of his own words on 
this matter are: “I punished them oft 
in every synagogue, and compelled them 
to blaspheme; and being exceedingly 
mad against them, I persecuted them 
even unto strange cities.” 

“Touching the righteousness which is 
in the law blameless”—that is cere- 
monially blameless, according to the 
standard of the Pharisees, 
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Although Saul of Tarsus did not actu- 
ally stand and pray “thus with him- 
self, God, I thank thee, that I am not 
as other men are, extortioners, unjust, 
adulterers . .. I fast twice in the week, 
I give tithes of all I possess .. .” he 
nevertheless was as filled with pharisee- 
ism, as the man who did offer that 
prayer (Luke 18:11). 

Religious pride is the worst pride of 
all, as Thomas Hood states in this poem: 

Shun pride, O Rae!—whatever sort beside 

You take in lieu, shun spiritual pride! 

A pride there is of rank—a pride of birth, 

A pride of learning, and a pride of purse, 

A London pride—in short, there be on 

earth 

A host of prides, some better and some 

worse; 

But of all prides, since Lucifer’s attaint, 

The proudest swells a self-elected Saint. 

—From “Ode to Rae Wilson, Esq.” 

“. .. gain to me , . . loss for Christ” 
(Phil. 3:7).—How could Paul poss#bly 
account fcr this sudden and complete 
reversal of thought? At one moment 
he is seen exultingly enumerating the 
things which enabled him to “outstrip 
his contemporaries in his nation”; he 
prized them as a miser does his pieces 
of gold. The pext moment he despises 
them and reckons them but so much 
refuse to be thrown to the dogs! 

His explanation is simple, but thor- 
oughly satisfactory! He saw the glori- 
fied Lord! He discovered that the One 
whom he regarded as an impostor’ was 
none other than his Messiah! 

When he became aware that his re- 
ligion caused him to persecute the Lord 
of Glory, in His members on earth, he 
confessed he had been “a blasphemer, 
and a persecutor, and injurious” (1 Tim. 
1:13). He called himself the chief of 
sinners, 

A great admirer of the writings of 
the Apostle Paul said, “The only thing 
I dislike about Paul is his leaving the 
religion in which he was born for an- 
other religicn!” 

That was not what happened at all. 
He repudiated his religion for the ex- 
cellency of the knowledge of Christ 
Jesus his Lord. Thirty years after the 
sight of the Lord in Glory, he still 
counted all things but loss; also he suf- 
fered the loss of all things, that he might 
have Christ as his gain. 


“That I may know him. . .” (Phil. 
3:10).—Paul knew Him better than any 
believer knows Him, but there is such 
an infinite fullness in Christ, that the 
apostle yearned to know. more and 
more. 

Colonel Lindbergh’s desire to know 
planes was insatiable; Paderewski’s de- 
sire to know the piano was insatiable; 
Edison’s desire to know electricity was 
insatiable; and Paul’s desire to know 
Christ was even more insatiable! 


1" . we look for the Saviour, the 


Lord Jesus Christ” (Phil. 3:20, 21).— 
He will come in fulfillment of His prom- 
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ise. He will change and fashion be- 
lievers’ bodies like His body of glory; 
then we shall have all eternity in which 
to know Him! 

Wawona, CALIF. 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, when the great French 

sculptor, Jean Antoine Houdon, was 
engaged by Benjamin Franklin to make 
a portrait statue of George Washing- 
ton, he came to America and spent 
several months at Mount Vernon that 
he might make a personal study of 
the great American before attempting 
to carve his features into the marble. 
Houdon visited aS’ guest and friend. He 
had long conversations with General 
Washington, walked around with him on 
the estate, ate with him. Often he 
would sit quietly by while Washington 
received and talked with other guests 
—a silent observer of every attitude, 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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every emotion, and every play upon his 
features. Finally, the sculptor set to 
work with his chisel and made one of 
the closest likenesses-of Washington in 
existence. The statue stands in the 
rotunda of the State Capitol of Vir- 
ginia, in Richmond, and is a principle 
object of interest to all visitors. Repli- 
cas of it have been placed in the Amer- 
ican Hall of Fame, and in Paris. One 
is impressed by the expression of sur- 
prise ard displeasure on ‘the face of 
the statue, and I am told that after 
many observations the sculptor was not 
satisfied, until one morning he accom- 
panied General Washington to the 
stables to see a horse he had recently 
purchased. The servant in charge 
brought the animal out, limping with 


“a bad case of spavin. The General saw 


at once he had been cheated, and it was 
his quiet, dignified disgust that gave the 
sculptor a characteristic pose that could 
not be mistaken. 

I have told this at some length be- 
cause it furnishes a fair illustration of 
what Paul is telling the Philippians is 
the principal thing to do to be.a well- 
rounded Christian; it is to know Jesus 
Christ. “That I may know him,” he 
says, “and the power of his resurrection, 
and the fellowship of his sufferings, be- 
ing made conformable unto his death” 
(Phil. 3:10). “I count all things but 
loss for the excellency of the knowl- 
edge of Christ Jesus my Lord” (v. 8). 

Peter, in his second Epistle stresses 
the same point in chapter 1:2: “Grace 
and peace be multiplied unto you 
through the knowledge of God, and of 
Jesus our Lord,” and in verse 8, “For 
if these things be in you, and abound, 
they make you that ye shall neither be 
barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge 
of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

How much do you know about Christ? 
If someone should come to you seriously 
inquiring about Him, just what would 
you tell him? It would be a good thing 
for you to take a pencil,and piece of 
paper and write just what you do know 
about Him, You might be surprised to 
find how little you know and how 
clumsy you are in telling it all by your- 
self, 

But it is not sufficient for you to 
know about Jesus. The all-important 
thing is to know Him. The Devil knows 
all about Him. James says, “. . . the 
devils also believe, and tremble” (2:19). 
You want to know Him as your own 
personal friend, Saviour, redeemer, God, 
and king. God has supplied all the 
facilities for it in the record—His Word 
—and has promised the Holy Spirit 
(John 15:26) to be your teacher, mak- 
ing plain. to you everything about Jesus 
that you need to know. If you neglect 
to read your Bible daily, it is far more 
unwise than it would be for you to stay 
away from food when dinner is called. 
You might have a perfect knowledge 
of vitamins and calories, and starve to 


death. 
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It is imperative that you feed, 
And-go to the Source for your knowl- 
edge. Sculptor Houdon might have said, 
“Mr. Ben Franklin can tell me all I 
need to know about General Washing- 
ton; I do not have to make the long 
journey to America (and, believe me, 
it was long in those days). I can stay 
right here in France and carve the 
statue on hearsay.” But he would 
never have made a true likeness. The 
Virginia legislature would have refused 
to accept it. 

When you know Him, then you will 
be able to say with Paul, “I know whom 
I have believed, and am persuaded that 
he is able to keep that which I have 
committed unto him against that day” 
(2 Tim, 1:12), 

WEAVERVILLE, N. C, 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


UDY will lead us in singing the first 
verse of the song, “Our Hands.” 
Then Mary will tell the story, “The 
Stolen Pins.” Who will volunteer to tell 
the story, “Joanne’s Temptation,” two 
weeks from today? Thank you, Vivian. 
Many years ago a large stone lay in 
a shallow brobdk in North Carolina. 
‘People went past this stone every day, 
without noticing it especially. 

One day a poor man passed by and, 
seeing the stone, decided to take it 
home to hold his door open when he 
had to carry in armloads of wood. The 
heavy stone made an excellent doorstop, 
so he used it for many years. 

Finally, a geologist, walking past his 
door, noticed the stone and stopped to 
examine it. He said to the poor man, 
“This stone is a lump of gold. It is of 
tremendous value!” The poor man was 
astonished and delighted. He was poor 
no longer. Tests proved the geologist 
right, for that stone which had been 
used as a doorstop for many years was 
the biggest lump of gold ever found 
east of the Rockies! 

That stone can be used as a picture 
of Christ. People are given oppor- 
tunity after opportunity to know Him, 
and they pay no attention. Then some- 
one, feeling hi§ need of the Saviour, 
accepts Him. But he does not know 
how wonderful the Lord Jesus is. And 
too often Christians live for years with- 
out learning much of the preciousness 
of Christ. Not so, the Apostle Paul: 
he heard the voice of the Son of God 
when he was near Damascus, saying to 
him, “I am Jesus whom thou perse- 
cutest.” When he realized what a ter- 
rible mistake he had made persecuting 
Christians, he gave his whole heart and 
life to the Lord Jesus. You remember 
that last week we read of Paul’s rejoic- 
ing in Him even when he was in prison 
with a bleeding back. 

As we read Philippians 3:4-8, notice 
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Lesson for December 8 


how precious Paul had found Christ 
to be. (More precious than anything 
else!) Right. A girl who was saved 
in my class years ago, wrote in a let- 
ter to me soon after, “More precious 
than diamonds is our Saviour!” I was 
very happy to get that letter because it 
showed that she had begun to appre- 
ciate her new-found Saviour. I saw 
her again last year and she said that 
she has found Christ increasingly pre- 
cious ever since then. Every Christian, 
who truly follows the Lord, says the 
same. 

Now Paul had lost all his earthly 
possessions because he became a Chris- 
tian. He had lost all the prestige and 
honor his countrymen gave him because 
of his high birth, fine education, and 
Jewish prejudices. Was Paul grieving 
about the loss of these things? (No.) 
Instead of mourning about all he had 
lost for Christ’s sake, he said he counted 
all things worthless, that he might win 
Christ! One reason we ‘do not appre- 
ciate our Saviour more is that we have 
given up so little for Him. A Sunday 
school teacher of mine once said, “Every 
time the Lord Jesus asks you to give 
up something for His sake, it is like 
exchanging a dirty nickel] for a million 
dollars!” I tried it and found that she 
was right. Once in California on a hot 
Sunday, I was iu a city where all the 
drinking water was lukewarm. My 
companions bought pop-on-ice, and I 
was tempted to do the same. Having 
been brought up not to buy or sell on 
the Lord’s Day, I prayed that the Lord 


would guide me whether to break that ‘ 


rule under these unusual circumstances. 
It seemed to me that His answer was, 
“Don’t you love Me enough to endure 
a little discomfort for My sake?” I 
didn’t buy the pop but in its place the 
Lord gave me such joy in Him that I 
began learning then a little of how pre- 
cious He is. 

Now read Philippians 3:9, 10 to see 
what Paul’s great ambition was. (To 
know Christ, and the power of His res- 
urrection and the fellowship of His suf- 
ferings.) He couldn’t have had a higher 
ambition, and he accomplished it be- 
cause it was according to the will of 
God. 

As we read verses 11-14 let us see 
what Paul says about his past and his 
future. (He was forgetting the past, 
and pressing forward for the prize.) 
What a splendid example to us Paul is! 
We should forget past failures when we 
have confessed them to God, then hum- 
bly set out to make further progress 
for Him. 

Verses 20, 21 tell us that we should 





During this quarter and the next we will use 
the Scripture Catechism Card, “Conduct 
Toward Others,” 20c a dozen; the book, “The 
Enemy Guest,” 60c; and the accompanying 
chorus sheets, 50c a dozen. If all.three helps 
are ordered together from V. D. Gunderson, 


. Ferndale, Wash., they may be had for $1, 


Postpaid, 
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when Paul was traveling, they had sent 
gifts to help with his expenses. Now 
he—their dear missionary—was in 
prison, chained to a soldier! Gladly 
would they send him something. But 
how cduld they send it? There were 
no checks in those days, no post offices, 
no trains, no buses, no autos. Perhaps 
we some Christian traveler or ‘one of Paul’s 
younger missionary helpers would come 
through Philippi on the way to Rome. 
But, no, the weeks went by, and there 
was no chance to send Paul any money. 
At last Epaphroditus, one of the Chris- 
tians’ teachers, said he would go him- 
self and carry the money. So the gift 
was made up. Each gave what he could 
spare, and maybe more because it was 
for Paul! 

Off Epaphroditus set, walking, no 
doubt, with other travelers along the 


keep our eyes on Christ and our hearts 
happy, looking forward to that wonder- 
ful day when He shall come and we 
Shall be like Him! If we go thus for- 
ward for ‘Him till we see His face, we 
will find Him increasingly precious. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 


For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 
Topic and Scripture: 
A Courageous Friend (Phil. 2:25-29; 4:18) 


) gmp the progress of the gift be- 
ing planned for Christmas. How 
will that gift be sent to the recipient? 
If it is going far, use a map, and men- 
tion the different mediums that may 
carry the gift. 

Long ago Christian people in Philippi 
wanted to send a present of money to 
a missionary who was far away in 
prison in Rome (map). They loved the 
Lord Jesus; they loved Paul, the mis- 
sionary who had told them about the 
Lord Jesus; they loved other Chris- 
tians. Gladly they had shared their 
little money, even more than they could 
really spare, to help the poor Chris- 
tians in Jerusalem. More than once 
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Suggestions for that special gift 
GRACE IRWIN’S 
LEAST OF ALL SAINTS 


The powerful, stimulating novel of an agnostic minister who 
finds an abiding faith. “Perhaps the most outstanding Christian novel 
I have ever read.”,—Dr. Frank Gaebelein. - - - $350 


The New Bible Commentary 


FRANCIS DAVIDSON, EDITOR. ‘Complete in one volume, dis- 
tinctively evangelical, all new and up-to-date, this commentary 
“would make an excellent gift volume for your pastor or Sunday school 
4 teacher.’’—Sunday School Times. 1199 double-column pages, only $7.95 


THE GOSPELS 


AN EXPANDED TRANSLATION BY KENNETH S. WUEST. 
The exciting, full equivalent of the Greek text in modern English. 
“In a thousand instances, the reader will find rich instruction and inspi- 
ration in Mr. Wuest’s work.”—Sunday School Times. - - $3.50 


























At your bookstore 


Wm. B. EEROMANS 
PUBLISHING CO. 


GRAND RAPIDS MICHIGAN 





Three outstanding books 
to read, to cherish, 
to own! 
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g00d Roman road to Thessalonica, then 
on across country three hundred miles 
or more, praying no robbers would ut. 
tack him and steal the precious moncy, 
Then by ship across the Adriatic Sea 
to Brundisium. Then another three 
hundred miles and more on foot along 
well-paved roads to Rome. How many 
days he traveled—walking, walking, 
walking—through storm and cold and 
heat! (Right now our papers are carry- 
ing reports of a grandmother who has 
walked from Ohio to Maine.) Epaphro- 
ditus was exhausted when he reached 
Rome and Paul. How relieved he was 
to turn that gift over safely to Paull 
But how sick he felt! A fever (I im- 
agine) set in, and for days Epaphro- 
ditus hovered befween life and death. 
How Paul must have prayed! To think 
Epaphroditus had rinked his very life 
to bring him that gift! 

Epaphroditus did get better, He was 
homesick for home and friends, At lust 
he was able to travel again. Pau! wrbte 
a Ictter to his friends in Philippi, thanks 
Ing them for their gift, and sent it with 
Lpaphroditua, He had other things to 
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tell them, too, including those wonder- 
ful words we are lIcarning (Phil, 2: 
5-11). Paul himself had learned how 
to get along whether he was hungry or 
whether he had enough to eat—Christ 
helped him bear all his troubles. Now 
he had enough, he was full, because of 
the good things Epaphroditus had 
brought from them. God was pleased, 
too, at the sacrifice they had madc—it 
was sweeter than incense and the sac- 
rifice of an animal. Paul told them 
that God would take care of them and 
see that they had everything they 
needed, because He was so rich! 
Epaphroditus set off on the long, hard 
trip home, with the precious letter from 
Paul—so precious it has been kept to 
our day! 
“Greater love hath no man tha: this, 
that a man lay dewn his life for his 
friends” (John 15:13, Memory Verse), 
Who lald down his life for you? Are 
you giving anything in return for that 
great love? | 
Meer tre Propre or Puiciper 

The dream man (Acts 16:9-12) 

The businesswoman (vs, 13-15) 

A fortuneteller (vs, 16-18) 

The police and prison warden (vs. 19- 
40) 

A traveler (Phil, 2:25-29; 4:18) 

Two good women who quarreled 
2, 3? 

The Christians Pau] loved (2 Cor, 8: 
1-5; Phil, 1:3-8; 4:1) 

Orono, MAINE, 


(4: 


bs 3 
The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submiiting Illustrations fer this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Fdliees, The Bunday Scheel Times, 
825 N. 13th At., Philadelphte 8. 

A Wet of the lessens for the year 1058 
may be had for 20 cents @ copy, or $3 
@ deten, pestpald, trem the same address, 
The Sweetest Burden—Yea doubte 

less, and I count all things but loss for 
the excellency of the knowledge of 
Christ Jesus my Lord (Phil. 3:8, 
Golden Text). Men who have made 
the greatest sacrifices for the cause of 
Christ have hardly been consclous of 
them. So Livingstone, as late as 1857, 
said, “I never made a sacrifice!” and 
Hudson Taylor, the leader of the China 
Inland Mission, publicly made the same 
statement of himself. It was in this 
spirit that Samuel Rutherford said 
“The cross of Christ is the sweetest 
burden I ever bore.” It is such a bur- 
den, as wings are to a bird and as sails 
to a ship.—From the Biblical Mluatrator, 
Sent by the Rev, Guru Mantckam, 
Worlur, Trichinopoly, S, Indla, 


The Wardest Thing.— , , , not having 


mine own righteousness , . , but that 
which ts through the faith of Christ 
(Phil, 3:0), James Hervey, a young 


minister, once usked an old plowman 
the following question; “What do you 
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think is the hardest thing in religion?” 
“What do you think, sir?” asked the 
plowman. “I think,” replicd Hervey, 
“the hardest thing in religion is to 
deny sinful self.” “No, sir,” said the 
old Christian, “the hardest thing in 
religion is to deny righteous self."— 
From the Dawn, Sent by Mrs, E. Leven- 
good, Dayton, Tenn, Prize illustration, 


When Torture Was at Its Worst.--The 
fellowship of his sufferings (Phil, 3: 
10). “I remember a saint,” sald Jumes 
Stalker, “whom it was my privilege 
to visit in the beginning of my life 
as a minister. Though poor and unedu- 
cated, she was a person of very un- 
usucl natural powers, Her ideas were 
singularly original, and she had a 
charming pleasantness of wit. Though 
not very old, she knew that she was 
doomed to die; and the discase from 
which she was suffering was one of the 
most painful to humanity. Often, I re- 
member, she would tell me, that, when 
the torture was at the worst, she lay 
thinking of the sufferings of the Sav- 
jour, and sald to herself that the shoot- 
ing pains were not so bad as the spikes 
of the thorns. Christ's sufferings are 
a rebuke to our softness and self- 
pleasing. It is not, indecd, wrong to 
enjoy the comforts and pleasures of 
life. God sends these; and, if we re- 
ceive them with gratitude, they may 
lift us nearer to Himself. If the crown 
of thorns now becomes Christ so well 
as to be the pride and the song of men 
and angels, be assured that any twig 


‘from the crown which we may have to 


weur will one day turn out to be our 
most dazzling ornament.” — From 
"Climbing the Heights,” by Bryant. 
Sent by Elisabeth Edmunds, Hailsham, 
Sussex, Eng, 


Laid Wofd Upon—! follow-after, tf 
I may apprehend that for whitch also 
IT am apprehended of Christ Jesus 
(Phil. 3:12), The word “apprehend” Is 
suggestive, We use it when a man is 
arrested for a erilme. He has done 
something that is evil and trics to es- 
cape, But the officer of the law over- 
tukes him and Inays his hand on his 
shoulder and says: “Come with me. 
You sre wanted.” The next day the 
newspapers say, “The criminal was ap- 
prehended yesterday.” Jesus Christ 
apprehended Paul and He has appre- 
hended you who are Christians, He 
has come and laid His hand on your 
shoulder and sald: “Come with me, I 
need you."--From the Presbyterian. 
Sent by B. M, Dobbir, Richmond, Kans, 


Run for Your Lifet—This one thing 
I do, forgetting those thinga whieh are 
behind, and reaching forth unto those 
things which are before, I press toward 
the mark for the prize of the high call- 
ing of God tn Chriat Jeaua (Phil, 3:13, 
14), Your success tn lifo depends on 
your motivo, There is an old fablo 
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about a dog that boasted of his ability 
as a runner, One day he gave chase 
to a rabbit and failed to catch it, The 
other dogs ridiculed him on account of 
his previous bousting. His reply was, 
“You must remember that the rabbit 
was running for his life, while I was 
only running for my dinner.” The in- 
centive Is all-important. If you are in 
the race merely for your dinner, you 
will not put the same vim and energy 
into your running as you will if your 
ambition Is deeper and more serious, 
Get the right motive, and your chance 
of success will be much greater.—Fragn 
the King’s Business. Sent by the Rev. 
W. P. Shelley, Sunbury, Pa.; and Mrs. 
M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


Established.—I] press toward the mark 
for the prize of the high calling of God 
in Christ Jesus (Phil. 3:14). An old 
farmer, wh n giving his experience in 
class, always brought in the phrase, 
“I'm not making much progress, but, 
praise the Lord, I'm established.” One 
springtime when he was hauling some 
fullen timber from one of his ficlds, his 
wagon sank in the mud by the field gate 
and became immovable. He sat on the 
wagon, reviewing the situation, when a 
neighbor, who had never accepted the 
principle of the furmer's regular class- 
meeting phrase, came by, “Well, Brother 
Jones,” he said with a smile, “I see 
you're not making much progress, but 
you're established.” There are many 
like that in the Christian Nfe—From 
the Methodist Recorder. Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Southport, Eng. 


Higher and Higher Still—I press 
toward the mark for the prize of the 
high calling of God in Christ Jesus 
(Phil. 3:14). 

Less, less of self each day, 
And more, my God, of Thee; 

Oh, keep me in Thy way, 
However rough it be. 

Less of the flesh each day, 
Less of the world and sin; 

More of Thy love, I pray, 
More of Thyself within. 


Riper and r'per now, 
Each hour let me become}; 
Less fond of things below, \ 
More fit for such a ome, 
More molded to Thy will, 
Lord, let Thy servant be; 
Higher end higher still, 
Nearer and nearer Thee. 
—From the Metropolitan Missionary 
Magazine. Sent by siartin H. Hyzer, 
Andes, N. Y. 
w 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God's 
blessing upun the contents of the paper. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E, Odonwelder 


NE you good at supposing? Of 
course you are! All right then, we 
wre going to suppose, 

Suppose you lived In England and 
went to tho samo school that Prince 
Charica yous to, It ts altdycther ron. 
sonable, then, to suppose that you and 
ho might become playmates, Wouldn't 
that be fun? Just imagine playing with 
a reul, live prince! Now suppose that 
he came to like you very much and 
would arrange with his mother, the 
lovely Queen Elizabeth, to have you 
visit his home for a weck’end. He 
might even give you a choice of visit- 
ing in Buckingham Palace in London 
or in Balmoral Castle in Scotland. 
Maybe it would take you a long time 
to decide which of the places you would 
visit—or perhaps you would make up 
your mind at once, * 

What excitement there would be as 
you prepared for the visit! How busy 
you would be telling all your play- 
mates and grown-up friends, “I'm go- 
ing to spend the week end with Prince 
Charles at the castle!" You would want 
everyone to know about it. ‘And, if 
you want to know a little secret, so 
would I!) Coming home would be even 
more exciting than getting ready to go. 
Think of how many, many things you 
would have to tel] about. You can be 
sure that all of your friends would come 
to visit you to find out exactly what 
goes on inside a castle. How happy 
you would be to tell them! You had 
not only been in a castle (or a palace, 
if you had chosen that), but you had 
even eaten with Prince Charles and 
Queen Elizabeth. Think of that! 


It does not take much supposing to 
think of how wae would act if swch an 
honor came to us. But I wonder exactly 
what we would do or think or say if 
we learned that a friend of ours was a 
prisoner and needed our help. Would 
we rush around tcliing our playmates, 
“Paul, my dear friend, is in jail. I am 
going to visit him and take him some 
food and warm clothing that he needs. Ié 
om going to atay with him a while to 
seo if I con help him"? Do you sup- 
pose our friends would be cager to 
listen to us if we told them that one 
of our dear friends was a prisoner? Is 
it not possible that they might say, 
“Well, if Paul is in jail, I will not have 
anything to do with him. And I surely 
do not think you should bother with 
him either"? And, with o stamp of the 
foot and a toss of the head, off would 
go our friend, 

In the long, long ago, the Apostle 
Paul was in jail in the city of Rome. 
He had faithfully preached the Gospel 
and people had hated his message, So 
he was in jail. A friend of his who had 
o most unusual name (Epaphroditus) 
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knew of Paul's trouble. He lived far 
away in the city of Philippi. The Chris- 
tians in Philippi also knew about Paul's 
being in jail. So they decided to send 
him some things that he needed—warm 
clothes, food, messages (Phil. 4:18). Of 
went Epaphroditus, across the land, 
across the sea (Adriatic), and up to 
Rome. How happy he was to be of 
help to Paul! How happy Paul was to 
sec him—and to receive the many 
thoughtful things from the Philippian 
Christians, 

Just how long Epaphroditus stayed 
with Paul, we do not know. But he 
did get homesick (2:26). Perhaps his 
homesickness was caused by the fact 
that he was very fl, In fact, he almost 
died (v, 27), What made Epaphroditus 
feel bad was that the people at home, 
all the way back in Philippi, had heard 
somchow or other that he was sick (v. 
26). So when he was well enough, the 
Apostle Paul sent him home to the 
Philippian Christians, 

You may be sure that they were 
happy to sce Epaphroditus. They were 
not ashamed of him for having visited 
and helped and comforted a prisoner. 
They were as happy to see him as your 
friends would be to sce you, if you had 
visited Prince Charles! Do you think 








eS 


ee ee 


ee ee 


' 
, 
i 
‘ 
. 
i 







920 (16) * 





The Renture Question 


By 
Joha F. Walveord, Th.D. 
President of Dallas 
Theological Seminary 

Anew work that answers 
Meany questions, uncer- 
tainties, and alarms in 
the minds of men and 
women today. Here isa 
clear cut, acholerly treat- 
ment of the subject, 
conte obnnging heht and com- 

} fort. Beautifully bound 


. a $3.00 
OTHER BOOKS BY DR. WALVOORD 
$2.50 





The Thestalonian Epistles. . . 
The Return of the Lord . 2.59 
ee Mealy Gewt 2. 1. wc te ew Oe 


Dunhom Publishing Co., Findlay, Obio 














—-—— — —-—.- 


FA ae 
RENEW YOUR Fat Read 


“Trem agaes 
. vas ied 


iA 
AZATES 6F 
Low de | SPLENDOR 


based Vi 
Cy ELISASETH ELLIOT 
With 64 Peges of Amazing Photogrophs 
by COZNELL CAPA ond the missionaries 
“1 wept ond prolsed God."—-HAROLD J, OCKINCA 
At o'!l bookstores © $3.75 
WARPER & BROTMERS © New York 16 
== 











qe Eras 





great Apostle Paul ever forgot 
Enpaphroditus? Indeed he did not. As 
busy os he was, Paul remembered his 
fricnd, Do you think he loved Epaphro- 
ditus? He certainly did! In fact, when 
Paul wrote to the Poiilipplans, he re- 
ferred to him os his brother, fellow 
worker, and fellow soldier. 
Epaphroditus was a good friend. He 
was a helpful friend. He was not 
ashamed of a friend in trouble. Are 
you that kind of friend? 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 914) 
lL. Reliance on natural heritage or per- 
sonal attainment, 
2. Racial and_ religious < distinctions 
(vs. 4-6). 
3. By _persecuting 
church (v. 6). 
Meeting Christ (v, 7). 
5. “The excecllency of the knowledge 
of Christ Jesus my Lord” (v. 8). 
6. He actually endured the loss of all 
things for the higher gain (v, 8). 
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7. A readiness to dic, demonstrated 
in daily submission to the will of God, 
whatever the cost, 

8. The grummar points to the resur- 
rection of the saved at the Lord’s re- 
turn, but the context seems to Include 
the experience of resurrection life now 
resulting from death to self. 


9. The life+of the athlete, 


10. Our “body of . 
Over against His “body of .. 
(A'S.V.). 
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humiliation” 
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Children at Home 


Janet's Happy Surprise 
By Sara Shields 


TIRED-LOOKING woman and a 

little girl walked olong a quiet 
country road.’ They stopped to rest 
neer a farmhouse, and a large collie 
dog came bounding out, 

"Watch, Janet!" ered 
“You uren't used to dogs,” 

But whether Janct was used to dogs 
or not, she quickly had her arms sround 
the collle’s neck, and they both were 
acting us If they had known each other 
a long time, 

“Oh, Mother, Isn't he beautiful?” said 
Janet. “He's all golden and white. Oh, 
I love him! How I wish we could live 
in the country and have a dog!” 

Bul’, the collie, looked as if he wero 
saying, “I wish you could, too!" Then 
with a “Woof” he ran up the lane to the 
farmhouse. In a few minutes he was 
bacx with his mistress, who wanted to 
see whut all the excitement was about, 

“I'm sorry, ma'am,” said Janet's 
mother, “but my little girl got so ex. 
cited over the benutiful collle. I hope 
you don't mind our sitting under this 
tree for a little while.” 

“Why, of course you're welcome to 
alt heve!" anid kind Mra, Wilson, the 
farmer's wife, “But you Jook very tired, 
and [I wonder If you would like to come 
up to my house and have a cup of tea. 
A rest In one of our garden chairs will 
do you good, and your little girl can 
play with Buff.” 

“Oh, Mother,” cried Janct, her eyes 
shining, “what a kind lhdy! Oh, please 
go, Mother; and just look at Buff! He 
wants me to play some more with aim.” 

Janet's mother was visibly moved by 
the good lady's kindness, but af the 
same time she was cendemned in her 
heart because she had been thinking 
that the Lord had forgotten her. In 
her heart she was praying, “Dear Lord, 
forgive me for becoming cold in my 
heart toward Thee, and not believing 
Thy Word as I ought.” She had been 
a Christian for a long time, but the 
hard life she had endured with a bad 
husband had made her despondent. 
Now she sincerely repented of ever 
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doubting that God would undertake for 
her and her Jittle girl, 

Buff raced up the lone In glee with 
Janet after him. Mrs. Wilson prepared 
to serve tea. Janet helped guther eggs 
from the nests for their lunch. They 
had fresh-made scones, pancakes with 
lots of good butter, lovely strawberrics 
and delicious cream, all from the Wil- 
son farm. Janct and her mother cn- 
joyed everything very much, 

Mrs, Wilson was a Christian, too, and 
after tea, as she sat in the garden with 
Janct’s mother, her kind heart went out 
to glias stranger and her sweet little 
caughter, She noted the snd look in 
her visitor's cyes, and how nervous she 
seemed to be, and she sensed thot this 
woman had been unkindly treated, She 
had a strong desire to help this poor 
fellow Christinn whom God so evidently 
had sent to her, 

Janet's mother felt the other woman's 
Interest In her, and she auld in a hest- 
tating menner: “Ll gucas you're wone 
dering about mo, Mra, Wileon, and how 
TI come to be teudving along a country 
round with my Little girl this hot day, 
I feel ashamed about it, but only God 
knows why I finally decided to take 
Junet and leave my home, 

“lI have a husband and home tn the 
elty, For several yeara now my hus- 
band has been telling us to get out, 
His drunken rages have almost caused 
me to lose.my renson, but I kept on for 
Junct’s sake. Yesterday ai dreadful 
thing happened and I just had to leave 
home. I did not know where to go, but 
there was on ad In the paper, placed by 
o farmer out this way. He wanted 
someone to work for his wife, but I 
was just a few hours too late. I feel 
sure that I'll wet something clse to do 
to support Janet and myaclf, and I have 
enough morey to keep us for a time, 
I'm sure the Lord would have me tell 
you, dear friend, that you have put 
fresh heart Into me, by your kindness 
to us today, Also I should tell you that 
I haven't been oa faithful to the Lord 
os I ought to have been, but, oh, how 
great has been His faithfulness to me!" 

“Friend, I don't believe you were 
meant to get that position today. God 
had something better for you. He cer- 
tainly does know all about the hardness 
of your road. He hasn't forgotten you. 
I can give you work here, helping me, 
if you will accept it,” said Mrs. Wilson. 

“Do you mean we can stay here?” 
asked Janct’s mother in surprise. 

“That's just what I mean,” sald the 
kind woman, “and it's what I sincerely 
hope you will decide to do. I would 
love to have you here, with your little 
girl. I have been so tired lately, and 
my husband has asked me often to get 
some help.” 

“And, oh, God, forgive me for think- 
ing that He had forgotten me!” said the 
poor wornan, the tears running down 
her face. 
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Lesson for December 8 


They called Jonet and told her the 
good news, 

“Oh, Mother isn’t it wonderful!” she 
said. “And we were so worried! Oh, 
I'm glad I gave Jesus my heart last 
year! Oh, I'm so thankful to Him! I 
want to love and serve Him with my 
whole heart.” 

Then like the little lady she had been 
taught to be she held out her hand to 
Mrs. Wilson and said, “Thank you, 
ma‘am, I don't know what else to say 
except that I'll remember this lovely 
day all my Hfe.” 

Toronto, Can, 

wy 


Books for Busy Christians 
(Continued from page 911) 


woman soon became a one-person team 
for prayer, preaching, and teaching, and 
yreat was the Inyuthering. The tale 
is simply told so that children os 
well as adults may see Africa at its 
best and may feel the outworking power 
of Christ through a yielded heart, 


Cloud Country Sojourn. By Sally 
Reese Hawthorne, (Marshall, Morgan & 
Scott, Ltd, London. May be had from 
the Bolivian Indian Mission, 503 Central 
Ave., Miutntield, N, J, $l) “Cloud Coun- 
try” is Bolivia, and the mixstonary who 
here chronicles the daily doings of her 
family is of the Independent Bolivian 
Indian Mission, Travel to the motte 
taln town of Tarata waa a perilous exe 
perience that) conditioned the Ifowe 
thornes for thelr later move to Acacio, 
where the two missionary children rode 
in boxes on elther side of a horac, small 
Jackie's weight belng equalized with his 
sister's by j 25-pound box of prdnes, 
Though once on a towering precipice this 
honored animal had his feet knocked out 
from under him, God saw that all sur- 
vived the trip. Here then, at 10,000 fect 
ubove sea level, the Hawthornes be- 
gan the usual missionary’ warfare 
upainst creepy-crawlics, rats, leaky 
roofs, crumbling mud walls, and the 
drunkenness of the wretched nationals, 
But all the burdens put together were 
not so heavy as the people's indiffer- 
ence to the Gospel message. However, 
there were always blessings to count, 
one of which proved double when the 
expected missionary baby turned out to 
be twins. Then when Don Augusto, 
Demetrio, Argelica, and especially that 
preacher-to-be Don Richardo, became 
nev creatures in Christ, the cup ran 
over and the saucer, too. Mrs, Haw. 
thorne’s pen moves easily through the 
eighteen chapters, 
interest In the work and the workers, 
and heart praise to the Christ who im- 
pels such sacrificin) service. 

Course of Empire. By Ruth Bowlen. 
(Moody Press, Chicago 10; $3.) This his- 
torical novel of unusual power and 
depth portrays a crucial period in 
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American history, covering the ycars 
1845-47. There was difficulty over the 
matter of Oregon Territory, and war 
with Mexico seemed imminent and 
finally broke out, because of the an- 
nexation of Texas to the Union. But 
the strength and beauty of the story 
is In the characters portrayed, Beverly 
Wright Mann, from Texas, comes to 
Washington and meets the beautiful 
Honor Melbourne, duughter of a prumi- 
nent Senator. The political situation 
makes them enemies, in spite of the 
efforts of Charles Stanton their friend, 
a Christlun young man whose faithful 
and well-spoken witness for Christ fs 
one of the signally fine features of the 
bovk. The lutter half of the story, In 
which the three main characters again 
hold prominent place, is the amazing 
recital! of the trials and suffering of 
the historic Donner party of pioneers. 
Several hundred jin number, they 
bravely attempted by wagon train to 
cross the burning desert ond then, as 
winter came on, climbed the snow- 
cupped mountains that lay between 
them and the Oregon Terr'tory. The 
unusual situations and the striking per- 
sonalities hold the reader enthralled to 
the end, 


In the Day of Thy Power, by Arthur 
Wallis, (Christlan Literature Crusade, 
Fort Washington, Pa, $3) The subtitle 
of this book, “The Scriptural Princle 
ples of Tevival,"” aptly deseribes its 
contents, Written by the son of the 
lute Captain Reyinald Wallis, the work 
is a careful atudy of revival in the 
Scriptures and in human experience, 
The author knows his subject well, 
writes of it In an Intelligent: manner, 
and somchow conveys to the reader In 
a marked way his own personal yearn- 
ing that the children of God should 
today experience the outpouring of 
God's revival blessing. 

This is no book to be red hurriedly. 
Mr. Wallis is thoroughgoing in his pres- 
entation, and it would be better to 
meditate carefully on each succeeding 
paragraph than to rush through chapter 
after chapter, for the fact of the mat- 
ter is that the very principies of re- 
vival are the principles of spiritual 
well-being, and the reader may well 
expect to have his own heart searched, 
and his own weakness laid bare, by 
what he reads here. 

The book is carefully documented— 
an exgeellent bibliography Is appended 
—and in every part it shows the re- 
sults of careful preparation, Many ex- 
amples ure cited from history, and the 
record of the centuries reminds us of 
the need and of the possibility of re- 
vival in our own time. The author's 
quotations from authorities are well 
chosen: his expositions of Scriptural 
truths are exceptionally helpfu'. In this 
connection, his treatment of the seven 
churches of Revelation, in the closing 
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SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 
white Christians to take more interest in 
helping young Negroes in the Gospel of 
Christ? Let Carver Bible Institute be 
your agent. We conduct: 


Bible school, day and nicht classes; free 
correspondence schoo); literature distri- 
bution. We invite your investigation. 


Prayer helpers urgently needed. 
CARVER SISLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 


Station A, Atlanta, Goorgia 
Telmege Payne, Director 
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pases of the book, is expecially noto- 
worthy, Mr, Wallis's own writing 
abounds In statements that almost de- 
mand to be quoted. Here ts conviction, 
challenge, refreshment, hope for the 


earnest Christian who lonus to sce the 
arm of the Lord made bare once again. 


Texts and Themes for the Christian 
Year. By Pau! E. Holdcraft. (Abingdon 
Press, Nashville 2; 90 cents, paper.) A 
preacher has reached into his “barrel,” 
supplemented his findings from the ser- 
monic endeavors of others, and has 
published this volume to “help and in- 
spire busy pastors in the most impor- 
tant phase of their ministry, the preach- 
ing of the Gospel.” The themes thus 
presented follow “the church year,” 
which our author finds being recovered 
again. The first chapter sives a his- 
torical survey of the church year. 
Chapter two lists texts and themes for 
that outline, and the third chapter sup- 
plements the Ist with sugeestions for 
special days. The book will be of 
greatest value to those pastors who are 
following the church calendar, 





Wan-Fu: Ten Thousand Happ!nesses, 
By Alice Margaret Huggins and Hugh 
Laughlin Robinson, (Longmans, Green 
& Co., Inc., New York 3; $3.) It was a 
brand new name they had given her 
she who had never been called by any- 
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thing but One-Leg, the beggar girl. 
Long ago Mother had spilled boiling 
water on the leg and shriveled it up. 
Now Mother was dead, and the same 
automobile accident that killed her 
blind father had burst open her own 
head. So, here she was in this straaye 
House of Healing. The food was ten 
parts heavenly, the bed too soft, and 
the nurses suspiciously kind—what had 
they to gain by it, anyway? And the 
doctors—she would never let them op- 
erate on her bad leg, never! Still, pa- 
tient Shu-ming, the nicest girl that ever 
lived, advised it, as did Auntie Yin and 
Gramma Yu also. Reading and sewing 
lessons as well as the sight and sound 
of the nearby school for yirls helped 
to change Wan-fu and perhaps Shu- 
ming'’s prayers to Jesus helped most of 
all At any rate the operation was per- 
formed and the beggar child reached 
the place where she really did know 
ten thousand happinesses. One wishes 
this delightful story of China might 
have ended with Wan-fu finding the 
joy of all joys in a personal Saviour 
from sin. 


The Five Points of Calvinism. By five 
authors, (Sovereign Grace Book Club 
1124 SE. First St, Evansville, Ind., 
$3.95.) “Tulip” is the word by which 
Calvin's five famous doctrines can be 
remembered, for their initials spell the 
name of the flower: Total Depravity, 
Unconditional Election, Limited Atone- 
ment, Irresistible Grace, Perseverance of 
Saints, Mere they are expounded by five 
old writers: Andrew Fuller (1754-1815); 
John Calvin (1509-1564); John G'll (1697- 
1771); Thomas Goodwin (1600-1679); Jon- 
athan Edwards (1703-1758). As intro- 
duction, there is a general treatise on 
the five points by Horatius Bonar, Scot- 
tish minister and hymn writer. Finally, 
there is a long sermon by Thomas Good- 
win on James 1:1-5, entitled “Let Pa- 
tience Have Its Perfect Work,” which 
alone is Worth the price of the book. 


This collection of letters, in the old- 
fashioned, heavy style of the Puritans, 
is more for theologians, Bible teachers, 
and ministers than the average reader, 
Moreover, the print is hard to read, for 
it looks Mke close typewrliting and is 
evidently done on the Vari-Typer and 
by offset. But anyone who exercisese 
the necessary self-discipline to read and 
concentrate on these long letters will 
ayree that he has In hand exhaustive 
expositions and defenses of these busie 
doctrines. The expression  “Mimited 
atonement” means, briefly, that Christ 
puid the penalty of the sins only of the 
elect. These writers back up their ar- 
guments with liberal quotations from 
Scripture and deal frankly with pas- 
sages that are used against their doc- 
tr:nes. 

The sermon on patience is the finest 
that this reviewer has ever seen on that 
subject. Thomas Goodwin gives much 
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practical advice on how to “count It all 
joy when ye fall into divers tempta- 
tions.” “Now, upon all these grounds,” 
he says, “if you be true and be right 
Christians, you will know (‘v. 3), how 
to put a due estimate upon what Is your 
greatest interest and privilege in this 
life: that is, the proof and trial of your 
graces, and of this gruce of paticnce 
above all, as the highest perfection of 
a Christian, yea of Christ Himself.” He 
defines patience os “a constant persist- 
ing, whether to do the will of God with- 
out fainting, or to suffer the will of 
God with submission, and quictness, 
and cheerfulness, to the end of man's 
days.” 


The Life of Elijah. By Arthur W. 
Pink. (Bible Truth Depot, Swengcl, Pa., 
$4.95.) The writings of Arthur W. Pink 
are well known among evangelicals for 
their faithfulness to the Word, their 
spiritual Insight, and their warm, de- 
votional emphasis, Although he went 
to be with the Lord over five years ayo, 
his writings continue to minister to the 
Christian public, and many readers will 
thank God for the posthumous publica. 
tlon of “The Life of Elijah.” 

The details of the prophet’s mintatry 
aro here scrutinized with loving care, 
and the tmieless lessons of Elijah's life 
are brought to beur on life In our pres- 
ent day. Mr, Pink knows the impor- 
tance of studying the details of Scrip- 
ture, and os he brings them to our 
attention, we find much for our spiritual 
edification, If occusionally some of his 


deductions seem a bit extreme, this is’ 


a minor matter; there Is so much here 
of deep spiritual truth, so much that 
meets us where we are, that tiny points 
where disagreement may arise secm 
very secondary. The author's questions 
probe our hearts, “How often we think 
we are trusting in the Lord, when really 
we are resting on comfortable circum- 
stances, and when they become uncom- 
fortable, how much faith have we?" 
‘p. 54.) His earnest devotion to the 
truth of the Book is heart warming, 
ana the hungry sou! will find here that 
which feeds and strengthens him, 


The Sunday School Times 
Lesson List for 1958 


AVE you d!scovered what a valuable 

tool Tne Sunpay Scnoot Times In- 
ternational Uniform Lesson List can be 
in your class or school?) The list of 1958 
lessons Is now reudy, Many superine 
tendents ond teachers have found In 
other years that these ists In the hands 


of each pupil can be o renl encourage. ° 


ment toward lesson preparation at home. 
When used fn the regular Sunday schoo) 
sessions instead of lesson leaficts, they 
may stimulate pupils to use the Bible 
itself rather than printed excerpts from 
it. Some superintendents find the Hist 
convenient to hand to substitute teach- 
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ers as a guide for their. lesson prepara- 


tion, 


The 1958 Lesson List is once again 


offered in convenient, pocket-size form. 
It Nsts all the International Uniform 
Lessons in the year in chronological or- 
der, Over-ull lesson ti:les are given, 
with the Scripture references § and 
Golden Texts and devotional readings, 
Specific topics for the various depart. 
ments of the Sunday school are also 
shown, with the Scripture reference for 
each, where these differ from the over- 
all Scriptures, 

Why not order a supply of the 1958 
Lesson List now and have them ready 
for next year’s use? The closing weeks 
of the yeur are often crowded—and 
forgetful—and ordering now will insure 
having your lists In good time. They 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, $2 a 
dozen, or $16 a hundred, from The Sun- 
day School Times Company, 325 N, 13th 
St., Philadelphia 5, 


The Young People's 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, December 8 


2. Christ, the Living Word 
(John 1:1-14; 1 John 1:1) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and ere 
used by permission. 


WORD of God Incarnate, 
O Witrdom from on high, 
O Truth, unchanged, unchanging, 
O Light of our dark sky; 
We praise Thee for the radiance 
That from the hallowed page, 
A lantern to our footsteps, 
Shines on from age to age. 
—Bishop W. W. How. 
wf * 
This second topic in the series of four 
on the theme, “Joy to the World,” falls 
on Universal Bible’ Sunday. It is emi- 
nently fitting, therefore, that in this 
serics that leads up to the day that we 
celebrate as the birthday of the Lord 
Jesus, we should think of Him as the 
living Word of God, Inseparobly inked 
with and reveoled in the written Word 
of God, the Bible. 
w 
In the Scripture portion from John's 
Gospel ossigned for the topic, John uses 
an unusunl terin In speaking of the Lord 
Jeaut, Ho calls Iim “the Word,” and 
you will notice that In Revelation 10:13 
he uses this same term In giving the 
name of the Lord Jesus, where He is 
called “The Word of God.” The Greek 
word Logos, which is here translated 
“the Word,” carries a far more profound 
meaning than our modern English word, 
“word.” Some have translated it “wis- 
dom,” or “thought,” or “expression.” 
Yet all of these are inadequate to con- 





~s es = fe Fe ~~ eS 


io it~ nn. nan nn.~ 


reo 2S oS 




























































Lesson for December 8 


Che Sunday School Tins 


Pitre FE. Howarp, JR, 
President and Editor 





Haney J, Jarcrr 
Erecutive Vice-President and Secretary 





Hersret A. Frvycina 
Trecsurer 
Joun W. Lane, Ja. 
Associate Editor 





Correspondence Editor: E. May Ricxaros 
Archaeological Editor: Joseru'P, Fars, 
Ph.D. 
Advertising Manager: 
H. TaumsButt Howarp 





Former Prealdent 
Pur E. Howarp, 1903-1946 
Former Editors 
H. Cray TrumsButt, 1875-1903 
Cnaries G, TrumBu tt, 1903-1941 





Subreription Rates 
Stated in U.S.A. dollars 

$4.00 One copy, or any nuwber of coples 
less than five, $4.00 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, U.S.A., $15.00. 
Canada, $4.25 cach; foreign, $5.00 
each, 

$3.00 Five or more copics, either to sep- 
arate addresses or in a package to 
one address, $390 cach, per year, 
Canada, $3.25 euch; foreign, $1.00 
each. 


The Sunday School Times Company 
$25 N. 13th St, Phila, 5, Pa, 








vey the deepest meaning of the Logos, 
or the living Word. The Lord Jesus 
Christ is the Word of God, not mercly 
because He speaks the word of God, 
or because He is the one that was prom- 
ised or spoken of in the Word, but be- 
cause the Word dwells in and speaks 
from Him. “The Word” is not merely 
an attribute of God, but, as John re- 
minds us in the first verse of our Scrip- 
ture portion, is God, an acting reality. 
s¥ 

John continues in this first chapter of 
his Gospel by stating the pre-cxistence 
of the Lord Jesus. In the beginning 
of all things, He was with the Father, 
not merely existing in the Father's mind 
or thought, but as a distinct persunality, 
co-existent with the Faucher, 

vd , 

In this pre-existence, before His birth 
as u Iitthe babe In the town of Bethle- 
hem, “the Word,” the Lord Jesus, Is 
seen as the Creator (v, 3). All matter 
originuted through Him. This same 
truth is found in Colossians 1:16, 17, — 
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where we rend that the Lord Jesus not 
only created a}! things, but that He 
also maintains them, and through Him 
they “cons'st” or “hang together.” In 
other words, not only did all matter 
originate In Him, but, as John puts it 
(v, 4), “In him war life.” He {s the 
source of nll life and the means by 
which Hfe continues, 
s¥ 
John then goes on to show that this 
living Word, who is Life, is also the 
Livht of men and that that Light came 
into the darkness of this world and yet 
that darkness did not “comprehend,” or 
“apprehend,” or “lay hold upon it.” This 
sume truth Is stated In verse 11, “He 
came unto his own, and his own re- 
ceived him not.” He came into this 
world that He had created and although 
He was Life and Light incarnate, His 
creatures did not acccpt Him and re- 
ccive the light that He brought. We 
huve the record in the four Gospels of 
how men turned from Him, preferring 
darkness to light. and how they took 
Him, and scourged Him, and spit upon 
Him, and finally crucified Him on the 
cross, 
$% 


But our consideration of this tople 
should ng close on a dark and somber 
note. There were some who did receive 
Him, John tells us (v, 12), and to these 
were given power to become the sons 
of God and to be born into the family 
of God (John 3:5-18), This meeting 
muy well cnd with a consecration serve 
ice and with a strong appeal to any, 
who may not as yet have belleved on 
the Lord Jesus Christ and received Him 
into their hearts, to do sv, so that in 
this very mecting they may pass from 
death to Hfe (John 5:24), 
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Put Christ Back Into Christmas 


(Continued from page 912) 


perish, but have everlasting life.” 
Have you ever unwrapped that gift? 
Like any other gift it is not yours until 
you accept it, 

Many folks have gone to church all 
their lives and have even joined 
church, but have never really accepted 
the g'ft of God's So... It must be a 
defini.e personal transaction. You just 
cannot know the real meoning and the 
real spirit of Christmas until you have 
vecepted this Gift. The Bible calls It 
the “unspeakable gift,” and It really ts 
so wonderful that we just cunnot express 
our uppreciation of it. But no matter 


-how wonderful it Is, the Gift is ust 


yours until you receive Christ on Suv- 
four, So, if you want really to put 
Christ into Christmnos, do receive Christ 
os Suviour this year, and know the true 
joy of Christmas, 


SACRAMENTO, CALIF, 
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For Family Worship 


By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Dafly Bibie Readings ew the International 
Lessons, issued by. the International 
Sunday School Lessen Committee, 


December 2 to 8 


Mon, Deo, 2—Phil. 3:7-1L. 
Paul's Passion. 

Prayer Svuccesvions: “That I inay 
know him, and the power of his resur- 
rection, and the fellowship of his suf- 
ferings, being made conformable unto 
his death.” Paul knew well the doc- 
trine of Christ, but his chicf desire was 
to know the Christ of the doctrines, 
How well do you know Him as wwe 
risen une whé has al] power ip Heaven 
and earth? In your life of the flesh, is 
it your main desire to know the Lord 
Jesus Christ better? Press on after 
Christ. Seek with your whole soul to 
have Christ as your wisdom, righteous- 
ness, and sanctification, as well as your 
rederfiption. Let Christ be all in all io 
you. Pray for the Bible House of Los © 
Angeles. 


Tues., Dec, 3—Phil, 3:12-16, 
= The High Calling. 
Prayer Svuccestions: “The high call- 
ing of God in Christ Jesus." The 
heavenly calling, with its crown of 
righteousness to be presented by the 
Lord Jesus Christ, should constantly 
be kept in mind us we work and wait 
for our Lord. The Master praises; 
what ore men? Let us keep our final 
salvation more in mind than presce: ¢ 
expericnce in grace. The end of the 
race Is far more important than your 
present progress, The Lord's “Well 
done” fs the all-important thing you 
must strive for. The Lord enable you 
to labor now as you shall wish you 
had when you render your account, 
Pray for Inter-Varsity Christian Fel- 
lowship, Chicago, 


Wed., Dec. 4—Phil. $:17-21. 
Heavenly Citizensh!p. 
Prayer Svuccestions: “Our conver- 
sation (lit, citizenship) is in heaven; 
from whence also we look for the Sav- 
jour, the Lord Jesus Christ.” We, like 
‘all of Christ's disciples, are pilgrims 
on earth and seek a better country, 
that is, an heavenly. Let your pilgrim 
character appear rmure in your words 
and ways, The inerocs of faith have 
given us examples of how we are to 
live und adorn our pilgrim character 
(Heb. 11), And Paul's shining exam- 
ple is for your Imitation, We sha!!] do 
, well to follow him as he followed 
Christ. Glory in your earthly citizen- 
ahip, but more In your citizenship in 
Heaven (see Acts 21:39; Eph. 2:19), 
Pray for the International Board of 
Jewish Missiong, Atlanta, 
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hen you give a Bible 


to someone you love 


~ give the finest! 


: 
Pred 


. 


‘ ’ are traditionally the most beautiful. 
Unsurpassed in craftsmanship... 

handbound in leathers of the 

5 . first quality...superb examples 


Jor 


Someone spectal 


02227 The outstanding Bible of 
the year—a de luxe Bible at an 
irresistibly low price. Marrakesh 
Persian Morocco bindinz, leather 
lined, Center-column references, 
Concordance new Bible Study 
He!ps, 12 pages of colored maps. 
Numerous other features. 5x7'%, 
only ™}iy" thick. In red or black, 

only $10.75 


Che bride 


©1152x Bound in washable white 
French Morocco over flexible liner, 
with round corners and silver edges. 
Marriage Certificate. Gift boxed. 
35 x5%, only %” thick. $5.75 


Che bride and groom 


15@ A Scoficld Bible ideal for 
family use. Contains Concordance, 
Dictionary of Scripture Proper 
Names, Subject Index, and colored 
maps with indexed Atlas, Bound in 
red or black French Mo occo, 
Jeather lined, with gold roll. Fam- 
ily Record, 4% x 743g x 1%”. 
$16.50 


? — of the bookmuaker’s art... 


they cost only a little more and 
their value far exceeds their price. 


Mother and Dad 


, 179n A new Scofield Concordance 
Bible with large type, bound in 
luxurious natural grain Morocco, 
leather lined. A superb gift that will 
be treasured forever, 542 x 8%, 
cnly %” thick. $22.00 


Che studious reader 


172 A large size Scoficld Refer- 
ence Bible bound in sturdy Moroc- 
coctte at a moderate price. Includes 
Concordance and all the Scofield 
features. S42x8lexI%e”. $10.00 


Che student 


22 Young and old, ministers, too, 
are finding the unique notes and 
helps of the Pilgrim Edition of 
inestimable aid to a better under- 
standing of the Bible. Notes, ref- 
erences and helps appear on the 
name pare with the verse to which 
they refer, Comprehensive index, 
chronologies, maps, and many 
other special features. In blue Mo- 
roccoctte. Se x7%x1%e", $9.50 


x Indicates edition on Oxford's famous Ultrathin India paper 


Unless otherwise noted, alt Bibles have gold edges. All have 
aeund corners, And ull contain the complete teat o; the 
Authorized King James Version, At your bookseller, 


ford fmoriee Gye Olle Since 1675 | 


Thurs., Dee. 5—2 Tim, 1:7-12, 
The Christian's Testimony, 
PraYer Succestions: “Be not thou 
therefore ashamed of the testimony of 
our Lord.” Paul forewarned Timothy of 
the danger of timidity in presenting the 
truth of Christ. All belicvers necd to 
be bold in declaring God's truth. Be 
willing to suffer for your faith and for 
your faithful presentation of Christ's 
truth, Own your unshakable faith In 
Christ and His Gospel boldly. This Is 
the duty of all who ne™es Christ's name. 
Prey that Christ's ministers may speak 
the Word of Christ with boldness. 


Fri, Dec. 6.—Col. 1:9-13, 
Prayer for Spiritual Knowledge, 


Prayea Succestions: “Filled with the 
knowledge of his will in all wisdom 
and spiritual understanding.” Many 
read the Bible for mere knowledge, and 
miss the mystery of God's will. One 
can be occupied with the letter of the 
Word and miss the spirit of the Word. 
Spiritual knowledge of God's holy Word 
is learned more on one's knees than on 
one’s tiptoes. Spiritual truth fs spir- 
itually discerned. This discernment is 
the gift of Christ (see Luke 24:25). Pray 
the Lord will Open the eyes of your 
understanding as you recd His Word 
today, , 


Sat. Dee. 7—2 Pet, 1:3-11, 
Pertaining to Godlin.as, 
Prayer Succctstions: “Grace and peace 
be multiplied unto you through the 
knowledye of God, and of Jesus our 
Lord.” All who have obtained “like 
precious faith” through the righteous- 
ness of God ond our Saviour Jesus 
Christ have reserves of divine grace 
needed for enriching the flume which 
Christ has kindled in your soul, Have 
you God's gift of faith? You can have 
more fuith, Have you other gifts of 
the Spirit? These may be enriched and 
enlarged. Are you now a little like: 
Christ? You may be, and ought to be 
mcre and more like Him. To that you 
call, “Show forth the praises [virtues] 
of him who hath called you out of dark- 
ness into his marvelous light” (1 Pet. , 
2:0). Pray for the Pocket Testament 
League, New York, 


Sun, Dec, 6—Psa, 5:1-8, 
Trust in God, 
Prayer Sucorations: “My King, 
and my God." God can be trusted 
completely, These divine titles are 
vppiied to the three persons in the 
Godhead. God's attributes, words, 
and faithfulness to His promises, His 
grace In ,pardon and salvation de- 
mond entire confidence, Trust God 
without fear, Trust In God leads us 
into the murvelous blessings. Trust 
not in yourself or the arm of the 
flesh, but trust God fully. Pray for 
a deeper appreciation of the goodness 
and mercy of God, 
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